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King sends message 
to Morocco’s monarch 

RABAT (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein sent a 
private message to King Hassan II of Morocco deliv- 
ered in Rabat Sunday evening by the King's advisor 
Salah Abu Zeid. The envoy discussed with King Has- 
san issues of common concern to Jordan and Moroc- 
co; while the Moroccan king expressed his wishes for 
.the -King's speedy recovery and safe return to the 
nation. 
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Government denounces 
U.S. embassies’ bombings 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The government on Monday 
denounced the bombings which targetted the U.S. 
embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. “We condemn all 
kinds of terrorist attacks and those who finance them. 
We consider these acts as cowardly and heinous,” said 
Deputy Prime Minister Abdullah Ensour. “Such acts 
will not solve problems... this is a dangerous game 
which will bring harm to ail parties" the minister said, 
addidng that “the Jordanian government has no infor- 
mation on any involvement of Jordanians in these 
attacks." The minister was responding to a question 
on unconfirmed reports that Jordanians were linked to 
the- bombings in Dar Es Salaam and Nairobi, where 
150 persons killed and more than 4,824 persons were 
injured. 
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Jordan celebrates 46 years since 
King’s accession to the Throne 



Regent to King: Rest assured we are 
directing our efforts towards solving 
problems in deeds rather than words 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
today celebrates, the 46tb 
anniversaiy of His Majesty 
King Hussein’s accession 
to the Throne. 

On Aug.- 11, 1952 the 17- 


y ear-old prince became 
King of Jordan, pursuing 
the path of the Great Arab 
Revolt which his Tate great 
grandfather Sharif Hussein 
Ben Ali had launched 


against foreign domination. 

On the eve of the anniver- 
sary, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, sent a message to 
King Hussein expressing 
his good wishes and noting 
that the Jordanian people 
take pride in the achieve- 
ments accomplished in the 
past four decades. 

Prince Hassan said that 
Jordan enjoys stability and 
security and is undergoing 
continued progress due to 
King Hussein’s wise lead- 
ership and directives. 

The Regent said that even 
though the achievements 
are great the responsibili- 
ties are also great and “we 
beg that Your Majesty rest 
assured that we are capable 
of handling these responsi- 
bilities and that we are 
directing our efforts 
towards solving problems 
in deeds rather than words." 

He added: “We have 
faced unjust and uncon- 
structive criticism which 
can only throw dust in the 


eyes of those working 
amongst us. The way to 
achieve reassurance is 
through renouncing greed 
and hostility which are the 
source of distress and 
tragedy everywhere. We 
will not be discouraged by 
the roughness of the road 
because our commitment 
and our will are strong and 
solid as they have always 
been.” 

In his message to the 
King, the Regent said: “We 
will pursue every effort to 
secure the needs of the 
nation in an atmosphere of 
security, stability and 
democracy because meet- 
ing the needs of the people 
is our most important 
objective as Your Majesty 
has mentioned in your letter 
addressed to me few days 
ago.” 

In celebrating the 
anniversary, Jordanians 
recall the King's untiring 
efforts in developing Jordan 
into a model democratic 
state and his sincere and 


dedicated efforts to achieve 
Arab solidarity, and defend 
Arab causes. The King’s 
work to move Jordan back 
into the foreground of 
regional and international 
momentum towards the 
21st century has been 
recognised. 

On the eve of the anniver- 
saiy, tbe Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said that the 
occasion represents a sym- 
bol of the continued sacri- 
fices and achievements 
accomplished by the Jor- 
danian people under the 
King's leadership over 
more than four decades. 

Petra said that the King's 
endeavours continue on the 
path of political pluralism, 
democracy and respect for 
human rights. 

As for the peace process, 
the King has spared no 
effort towards pursuing the 
attainment of the Arab 
Nation's aspirations in a 
just and comprehensive 

(Continued on page 7) 


By R&yal Decree: 

Hourani takes over water portfolio 

Ensour: Committee investigating crisis to 
submit report on Wednesday, next week 


By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A Royal 
Decree was issued Monday 
accepting the resignation of 
Muntber Haddadin, minis- 
ter of water and irrigation, 
after a public outcry over 
the contaminated water cri- 
sis that caused a nation- 
wide panic since early July. 

The same decree named 
Mohammed Hourani, min- 
ister of energy and mineral 
resources as acting minister 
of water. 

Haddadin on Sunday sub- 
mitted his resignation to 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salara Majali requesting 
immediate leave from his 
post after deputies circulat- 
ed petitions calling for. his 
resignation on the basis ibat 
his ministry tackled the 
water crisis in a-manner that 
lacked credibility and trans- 
parency. 

The government had 
issued .contradictory state- 
ments after the start of cri- 
sis when residents of west 


Amman complained of 
foul-smelling water that 
had a strange taste and 
colour. 

Initially, officials blamed 
unusual levels of algae 
found in the water on soar- 
ing summer heat, but later 
said the problem was 
caused by human and oper- 
ational errors at the Zai 
Water Treatment Plant 
(ZWP). 

AJ Arab Al Yawra daily 
bad published excerpts 
from a preliminary report 
by the American water con- 
sultancy firm, Stanley Con- 
sultants, highlighting the 
findings that the Yarmouk 
River, Lake Tiberias and 
Mukhaibeb had high con- 
centration of faecal col- 
iforms (body waste). 

The report, a copy of 
which' was made available 
to the Jordan Times, con- 
cluded that the ZWP was 
suffering from “severe con- 
straints that have been 
added to the plant since its 
initial design.” 

“These constraints 


include a Yarmouk River 
water source that has 
become highly contaminai- 
ed with faecal coliforms, 
and a new source from 
Lake Tiberias which con- 
. tributes high concentrations 
of algae and total organic 
carbon. Additional]}’, these 
abnormally high loading, 
particularly the algae, are 
not consistent over time," 
the report read. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
and Information Minister 
Abdullah Ensour Monday 
said the committee investi- 
gating the recent water cri- 
sis will submit its final 
report on Wednesday, next 
week. 

“The committee is work- 
ing hard on the issue and it 
is too early to discuss any 
results,” Ensour told the 
press during a regular brief- 
ing. 

Upon the request of His 
Majesty King Hussein, His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
ordered the government to 
form an independent com- 



THIRSTY IN AMMAN: Youngsters gather around a fresh 
water tap to collect supplies Monday in the wake of the 
country's water crisis (AFP photo) 


mittee to probe the crisis 
and pinpoint the responsi- 
ble parties behind it. 

The committee is chaired 
by Justice Ministry's Secre- 
tary General Eid Lawzi. 
and includes Ibrahim Bad- 
ran, the director general of 
Palestinian Affairs at the 
Prime Ministry, as well as 
representatives of the gen- 
eral corporation for envi- 
ronment protection at the 
Ministry' of Municipal 
Affairs, the Royal Medical 
Services and the University 


of Jordan. 

However, some deputies 
protested that the formation 
of such a committee trans- 
lates into the government 
investigating itself. 

"The Higher Judicial 
Council is the neutral party 
which has the authority to 
investigate such a case." 
said Deputy Salameh Hiari, 
head of the Parliamentary 
Committee of Water and 

(Continued on page 7) 


Press savours ‘last dance’ before final endorsement of law 


in" 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to -the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — .As the press 
enjoys what is possibly its 
last hurrah while awaiting 
the Senate's final approval 
of the draft press and publi- 
cations law, journalists and 
political activists hope that 
the lessons in democracy 
offered .by this summer’s 
tug of war between the pub- 
lic and the government will 
npt be loiSL 

u Wehave always believed 
that our civil society is 
weak, that under pressure, 
people wDI follow the gov- 
ernment line, that they will 
remain silent on crucial 
issues even, though they 
have the right to act,” said 
Hani Hourani, director of 
M Urdun . Al Jadid 


Research Centre. “The 
press has recently chal- 
lenged these ideas and 
shown us a different side of 
ourselves.” 

Tie country’s newspapers 
have been under attack 
since 1997 when the gov- 
ernment introduced tempo- 
rary amendments to the 
1993 Press and Publica- 
tions Law, overturned in 
January at the High Court 
of Justice. 

Since then, the atmos- 
phere in which the press 
has worked has grown 
more formidable. This 
spring, the government 
stepped up a campaign 
against the newspapers in 
the courts and subsequently 

(Continued on page 7) 


Ensour defends House endorsement 
of draft Press and Publications Law 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment yesterday defended 
the Lower House’s 
endorsement of a draft 
press and publications law. 
expected to be handed to 
the Senate this week. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ensour yesterday 
told journalists the law was 
a victory for the press since 
it ended the executive’s 
authority over tbe media. 

“This law is an important 
step towards press free- 
dom," said Ensour. during 


a press briefing. “It 
upholds the right to investi- 
gate issues freely and 
express opinions at liberty. 
At the same time, the gov- 
ernment was absolved of 
any control of the media, 
and all authority was 
placed within the judicia- 
ry" 

The plenary Sunday 
voted in favour of a 60-arti- 
cle draft, which for the first 
time in the Kingdom’s his- 
tory, will allow r the closure 
or indefinite suspension of 
newspapers at the Court of 
First Instance’s behest. 

The government’s origi- 


nal draft was subjected to a 
rigorous second reading by 
the House's National Guid- 
ance Committee fNGC) 
which dealt several blows 
to the government's pro- 
posal. It substantially 
reduced the capital require- 
ment for weekly newspa- 
pers from JD 150,000 to 
JD50,000 and scrapped a 
requirement that daily and 
weekly newspapers deposit 
bank guarantees worth 
JD 100,000 and JD50.000, 
respectively in Ministry of 
Information accounts to 

(Continued on page 7) 


Regent receives Congress team 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, 
received Monday a six- 
meraber U.S. congressional 
delegation on a fact-finding 
mission on bilateral relation 
and the Middle East peace 
process. 

Addressing the visitors at 
a luncheon which he hosted 
with Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvath. the 
Regent spoke about Jor- 
dan’s current efforts 

towards peace and security 
in tbe Middle East and 
means of promoting U.S.- 
Jordan relations, particular- 
ly in tbe economic and 
trade fields. 

The meeting was attended 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, Senate 


i i 


m 



Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, and Princess Sarvath receive the U.S. congres-| 
sional delegation on Monday (Photo by Boghos) 


Speaker Zeid Rifai, Speak- 
er of the Lower House of 
Parliament Sa'd Hayel 


Srotir, and Deputy Prime 
Minister Abdullah Ensour 
and other officials. 


Ensour calls for resolving 
Iraq-U.N. dispute peacefully 


By Ihreq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Deputy Prime 
Minister Abdullah Ensour 
on Monday said Jordan is 
opposed to any military 
action against Iraq and 
called for peaceful means to 
settle differences with the 
U.S. over U.N. inspections. 

Ensour, who was speaking 
to reporters during the 
weekly briefing, said the 
Iraqi people would be the 
party to pay the price in case 
of a U.S. military strike. 

"We do not want any 
[party] to resort to military 
confrontation because the 
Iraqi people will pay the 
price,” Ensour said. 

Ensour was referring to 
Iraq's decision to halt its 
cooperation with the United 
Nations Special Commis- 
sion (UNSCOM) following 
unsuccessful talks with the 
committee’s chairman 
Richard Butler. 

The Iraqi decision 
prompted UNSCOM to sus- 
pend its inspection activi- 
ties. 

The U.S. Congress earlier 
this month approved a reso- 
lution calling for "appropri- 
ate action" by Washington 


to bring Baghdad into com- 
pliance with its international 
obligations, such as disar- 
mament. 

Defence Secretary 

William Cohen warned that 
the U.S. has a "robust capa- 
bility" in the Gulf and is 
ready for “any contingen- 
cies,’ after Iraq ended coop- 
eration with U.N. inspec- 

‘History has 
never witnessed 
such a siege on 
any people’ 

tors. However, the U.S. said 
that it will judge Iraq by its 
“deeds and not words." 

Ensour. in addition, urged 
the international community 
to lift the seven-year-old 
sanctions on Iraq, imposed 
after its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait 

“We in Jordan do not wish 
to see blood shed in Iraq 
irrespective of the reason. 
We appeal to all parties to 
work in order to contain any 
developments" he said. 

"History has never wit- 


nessed such a siege on any 
people... we hope that 
efforts will be directed 
towards lifting their suffer- 
ing,” Ensour added. 

Meanwhile, Ensour said 
that the Kingdom wants to 
develop its relationship with 
Iran despite “major differ- 
ences” between the two 
countries. 

"Iran is an important state 
in the region and it is not 
wise to freeze our relations 
with Tehran... we want rela- 
tions to grow despite differ- 
ences in opinion between 
the two sides. Differences 
do not mean severing ties,” 
the official said. 

Ensour who was com- 
menting on Foreign Minis- 
ter Jawad Anani’s visit to 
Iran this week who on Sun- 
day handed over a message 
from King Hussein to Iran- 
ian President Mohammad 
Khatami. 

Among the major differ- 
ences between Tehran and 
Amman is the Kingdom's 
peace agreement with 
Israel, which Iran staunchly 
opposes. 

“We want Iran to under- 
stand our position and cir- 
cumstances and deal with us 
accordingly.” Ensour said. 
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Hizbollah fires Katyusha rockets 
near Lebanese-lsraeli border 


TYRE (AP) — Hizbollah 
members fired more than 20 
Katyusha rockets in south 
Lebanon early Monday, and 
many landed near Lebanon’s 
border with Israel. Lebanese 
■security; officials said. 

There were no immediate 
reports of casualties. 

The rockets apparently 
were fired from a site close to 
Yater. a village three kilome- 
tres north of the frontier, the 
officials said. 

The rocket barrage came 
after attacks late Sunday by 
Hizbollah on at least two out- 


25 armed 
Islamists 
killed in 
Algeria 
— press 

ALGIERS I .AFP) — Security 
forces killed 25 armed 
Islamists in the last few days 
in the west of the country, 
where a number of massacres 
left more than 50 dead in 
recent weeks, local press 
reponed Monday. 

Nineteen armed Islamists 
died during an army operation 
still underway in the areas of 
Tiaret and Saida, where vil- 
lage massacres July 26 and 
August 2 left around 30 dead, 
the dailies L'Authentique and 
be Quotidien d'Oran said. 

This sweeping operation 
was launched in the wake of 
the recent spate of massacres, 
the papers said, which UAu- 
thentique attributes to the A1 
Ahouel (Terror] wing of the 
.Armed Islamic Group (GIA). 

The other six Islamists were 
killed Saturday in Medea, in 
the south, the paper La Nou- 
velle Repuhlique reponed. 

Press estimates of casualties 
are often exaggerated and 
rarely confirmed by the secu- 
rity forces. 

Security forces said last 
w eek that they had killed 141 
armed Islamists in around 30 
operations between January 
, and July this year. 


posts of the Israeli-backed 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
militia in southeastern 
Lebanon. Details of the 
attacks were not immediately 
available. 

No casualties were reported 
in those anacks either, said 
the officials. They spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

Israel has maintained a self- 
styled "security zone" in 
southern Lebanon since 19S6 
to try to protea against cross- 
border guerrilla raids. 

In Israel, Israeli radios said 
that three road-side bombs 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — A human rights 
group charged on Monday 
that a West Bank man who 
died in the hands of Palestin- 
ian security forces this week 
was killed by head injuries 
and not heat stroke as reported 
by police. 

Walid A1 Qawasmi. a 45- 
year-old insurance salesman 
from Bethlehem, died Sunday 
while being taken to hospital 
from the jail in the Palestinian- 
run Jordan Valley enclave of 
Jericho, Palestinian National 
Authority officials said. 

Police said Qawasmi appar- 
ently died of a heal stroke in 
his cell as temperatures in die 
Jericho area soared to 47 
degrees centigrade amid a 
region-wide heal wave. 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Militiamen fired an anti-tank 
missile on a commercial ship 
that was trying to dock at the 
main Mogadishu port early 
Monday, security officials at 
the new Mogadishu Authority 
told AFP. 

The officials said the weapon, 
fired by militiamen loyal to 
Somali warlords Hussein Haji 
Bod and Musa Sudi Yalahow 
— who are bitter foes of nonh 
Mogadishu strongman Ali 
Mahdi Mohammad — missed 


exploded overnight as Israeli 
patrols were passing. 

They said that a number of 
vehicles were slightly dam- 
aged and that one Israeli sol- 
dier was treated for shock. 

The Israeli army said that 
on Sunday. Hizbollah forces 
attempted to attack an SLA 
post in southeastern 
Lebanon. 

One of the Hizbollah mem- 
bers reached a guard post, 
and an Israeli soldier foughr 
him off until other troops 
arrived, the army said. It said 
the Hizbollah member fled. 


An autopsy was ordered as 
part of a Palestinian police 
investigation of the death of 
Qawasmi. who was jailed in 
July on suspicion of financial 
crimes linked to the insurance 
office he managed. 

The Palestinian Human 
Rights Monitoring Group dis- 
puted the official account of 
Qawasmi s death. 

“Eye witnesses who took 
pan in the autopsy told the 
Palestinian Human Rights 
Monitoring Group that 
Qawasmi died from a haemor- 
rhaging of the brain caused by 
a fracture in his skull" the 
group said in a statement 
‘The fracture was caused by 
severe beating to the head" 
the group said 
A" Palestinian intelligence 


its target but forced the ship 
back into international waters. 

Mogadishu's main seaport 
was officially opened on Friday 
by Ali Mahdi. who promised 
adequate security to enable it 
function properly 
“We guarantee the business 
and humanitarian communities 
that uninterrupted work will 
continue at Mogadishu's main 
seaport" .Ali Mahdi said. 

But Bod and Sudi opposed 
the move and warned that their 
militiamen would use force to 


leaving his weapons behind. 

The Sunday attacks were 
claimed by the Shiite Muslim 
Amal movement. 

Israel responded with shell 
fire toward suspected Amal 
and Hizbollah hideouts. A 
70-year-old Lebanese man 
was wounded when a mortar 
shell crashed close to his 
house in Majdal Zoun. which 
is near Yater. 

The area around Yater often 
has been used by Hizbollah 
group as a launching pad for 
attacks on Israeli troops and 
its allied militia. 


official rejected the allegations 
and accused the right group of 
spreading ‘lies and nonsense." 

“Initial medical tests con- 
ducted by the prison doctor 
showed that the prisoner died 
because, of the heat" the offi- 
cial told AFP on condition of 
anonymity. 

“The cut to the head was not 
deep and happened when the 
prisoner fell down two weeks 
ago." the official said. 

~On Sunday the chief of 
Palestinian police intelligence 
in the West Bank. Tawfiq A1 
Tirawi, said he had ordered an 
autopsy and a frill investiga- 
tion into the death. 

The coroner was due to sub- 
mit his official report to the 
Palestinian justice ministry 
later on Monday. 


stop the reopening of 
Mogadishu airport and seaport 
closed in since 1995 after war- 
ring factions disagreed over the 
share of their revenues. 

Ali Mahdi. Hussein Moham- 
mad Aideed and Mohammad 
Qanyare Afiah recently estab- 
lished a joint administration for 
the Somali capital, divided 
since the overthrow of dictalor 
“Mohammad Siad Burrc in 
1991. thereby paving way for 
the reopening of the two facili- 
ties. 


Somali faction fires at ship 
docking in Mogadishu port 


Palestinian rights group says 
inmate beaten to death in jail 



FLOODS IN TURKEY: An aerial photo shows buildings damaged by floodwater which swept trough 
Beskoy village, east of the Black Sea city of TYabzon, on Sunday. Seven people have died and around aO are 
reported missing after floods swept through the village near Turkey's eastern Black Sea coast. The flooding was 
out of step with a heatwave that has swept much of the rest of Turkey over the Iasi two weeks I Renters photo) 


Iran calls for U.N. action to 
free diplomats in Afghanistan 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran 
urged the United Nations 
Monday to take urgent action 
to secure the release of 10 of 
its diplomats and a journalist 
kidnapped by the Taliban 
Islamist militia in 
Afghanistan at the weekend. 

Foreign Minister Kamul 
Khanizi sent a letter to U.N. 
Secretary' General Kofi 
Annan calling for “multi- 
faceted efforts and immediate 
help" to get its nationals 
freed, the official IRNA news 
agency reported. 

Iran says the diplomats and 
an IRNA correspondent were 
seized after a raid by the mili- 
tia on its mission in Mazar-e- 
Sharif. a city in northern 
Afghanistan which was cap- 
tured by the militia Saturday 
from the anti-Taliban opposi- 
tion. 

Iran state radio said the kid- 
napped Iranians had been 
transferred to the Taliban 
stronghold of Kandahtir in 
eastern Afghanistan. 

The radio, citing foreign 
ministry officials, also said it 
had information that the Irani- 
ans “are in good health" 
despite an curlier statement 
from a Taliban official that 


they may have died. 

Militia spokesman Wukil 
Ahmad Mutuwokil said Sun- 
day the diplomats were not in 
the Iranian consulate in the 
anti-Taliban stronghold when 
their forces rolled in Saturday. 

“They might have gone 
with retreating forces, they 
may have hidden or they may 
have been killed" Mr. 
Muiawukil said. “When the 
Taliban went into the con- 
sulate tiiere was nobody 

there." 

He said the diplomats had 
not been identified among 
any prisoners captured by the 
hardline militia. and 
described allegations from 
Tehran that they liad been 
kidnapped as “loially base- 
less." 

But in a telephone conver- 
sation with Pakistani Foreign 
Minister Surtaj Aziz. Mr. 
Khamzi rejected Talibans 
claim. 

“This is noi true. There is 
no Jouhi they arc in the hands 
of the Taliban." he said 
adding that Islamabad and the 
Taliban “bear responsibilily 
for the lives and safety of the 
siuff at Iran’s consulate" in 
Mazar-e-Sharif. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Palestinian student detained by Israel 

BETHLEHEM (AFP) — Israeli troops arrested the pres- 
ident of the Bethlehem University student union on 
Monday as he was travelling between Bethlehem and 
Ramallah on the West Bank.~relatives said. Amin Hus- 
sein Kamel. 27, was detained by troops guarding the 
main Israeli checkpoint between Arab east Jerusalem 
and the city of Ramallah. his brother Imad Kamel said 
“He was arrested about noon as he tried to pass through 
the checkpoint south of Ramallah." Imad Kamel told 
AFP. An Israeli army spokeswoman was unable to com- 
ment immediately. Amin Kamel is in the Fateh move- 
ment of Palestine’ President Yasser Arafat and spent sit 
years in Israeli jails in the late 1980s and early 1990s for 
activities linked to the intifada uprising against Israeli 
occupation. 

Heat claims 10 more victims in Cyprus 

NICOSIA CAP) — A blistering heat wave claimed 10 
more lives overnight on the island of Cyprus, the Health 
Ministry said Monday. The latest deaths raised to 45 the 
number of people who have died since Friday. Many of 
the victims were elderly. Weathermen said temperatures 
were expected to rise again to 43 degrees Celsius. Thai 
temperature is the highest recorded in more than 40 
years, the weather bureau said. 

Iran to set up labour camps for addicts 

TEHRAN ( AP) — Iran plans to set up labour camps for 
drug addicts, and prisoners currently jailed for drug 
offences will be moved to them, the official Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA) reponed Monday. The 
agency sjid the camps would be ready by next March, it 
did not say how many camps would be built or where 
they will be. It also gave no figures Tor the number of 
jailed addiets or what kind of medical treatment would 


Turkey wants AWACS, missiles to strengthen defence 


be available for them. IRNA quoted the country's judi- 
ciary chief. Ayatollah Mohammad Yazdi. as saying that 
after the camps are set up. drug addicts detained by 
police would be sent there rather than to prisons. 


ANKARA i.AFPi — The Turkish 
government warns to equip its 
armed forces with AWACS radar 
surveillance planes and build its 
own missiles to bolster its air 
defences, press reports said here 
Monday. 

On July 25. the ministry of indus- 
try and defence iSSM) invited three 
American and an Israeli company to 
bid for the sale of four high-altitude 
AWACS planes to Turkey, they said. 

Plans to buy the new equipment 
which will cost at least S800 mil- 


lion. form part of Turkey's pro- 
gram me of modernisation within its 
armed fiirccs. 

Tlie U.S. firms are Lockheed Mar- 
tin Corp.. Northrop Grumman 
Corp.. and Boeing Co., while tire 
one from Israel is Phlacon. 

According to the cemrc-Jeft daily 
Cumhuriyeu Turkey also wants to 
produce missiles to strengthen its 
aerial defences against neighbours 
Greece to the west. Syria to the 
south and (ran to the cast. 

Turkey already has a joint project 


with Israel to produce surface -to-air 
missiles. 

According to Cumhuriycl. a 
British military delegation is expect- 
ed in Ankara in September to 
explore rhe possibility of joint pro- 
duction of Rapier 2 miwlcv 

Last Friday. Turkey made dear us 
unhappiness with recent Iranian 

missile tests, and with the sale to 
Greece just approved by the Penta- 
gon of portable surface - ti»- a ir 
Stinger missiles. 

Ankara fears that some of this 


equipment might fall into the hands 
of the Turkish separatist Kurdish 
l-abour Party (PKK). which is wag- 
ing an armed uprising against the' 
government. 

Furthermore. Ankara opposes ihc 
installation of S-300 missiles in eth- 
nic Greek territory in Cyprus js tljey 
could be transformed into offensive 
weapons ,ind threaten Turkish- 
Cypriols. as well as die Turkish 
mainland. 

In a wide-ranging ivogramine. 
aimed at upgrading its weapons sys- 


tems. Turkey foresees spending 
S15H billion over the next 30 years 
to provide lor local production nt 
military equipment. 

Already agreed on is a $575 mil- 
lion contract with Germany's mili- 
tary shipbuilders HDW lor joint 
pnxhietion in Turkey of four new 
submarines for tlie Turkish navy . 

The U.S. company Sikorsky Air- 
craft is also reportedly close to 
reaching an agreement with Tutkey 
to sell military helicopters worth 
about $700 million. 


Turkish homosexuals seek asylum 

AMSTERDAM tAFPi — Two Turkish homosexuals 
have asked for political asylum here because they said 
they had been persecuted for their sexual preference in 
their homeland, the Dutch news agency ANP reported ) 
Monday. The men were in Amsterdam to attend last I 
week's Gay Games during which they held a traditional j 
Islamic prayer session to draw attention to the plight of 
homosexuals m Turkey. The unidentified men. founders { 
of the officially -unrecognised Islamic Homo Union in j 
Jurkey. will he sent to an asylum seekers centre where i 
their case w ill be considered, a police spokesman said. ; 
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Panther 
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Show" 
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CHURCHES 


til .Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sudfidu Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 


4632755 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 462-1?*) 
Terra Sanaa Church Td. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624KS3«'4624S1 1. 

St. AJErero Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 771751. 

Amman Internationa] Church 
Td. S65S97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Td. iWiS-KU 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Td. fill 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Td. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at Dc la 
SaDe CoDegeTd. 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church Td. 
464613S 

Church of Presentation. S»o- 
GehTeL 5920146 
The Cniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The Eitglish- Language 

Catholic Parish TeL 46 1 4 1 90 
Evangefical Free Church TeL 

S92679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
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The American Orthodox 

Church TeL 775261 
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Jordan limes, Tuesday, August 11, 1998 


MARKING ACCESSION DAY: A state worker Monday puts up a poster of His 
Majesty King Hussein on an office block in Amman. The King marks 46 years on 
die Throne on August U (Reuters photo) 
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NEWS IN 

BRIEF 


King receives letter 
Ifrom Ikrawneh 

! AMMAN (Petra) — His 
(Majesty King Hussein on 
iMopday received a letter fromj 
(die duel of dae Royal Court, 
Fayez Tarawneh, tb reply to 
the King’s letter expressing 
'condolences ova: the death of] 
■ftxmer Senator Ahmad 
Tarawneh. In Ms reply letter, 
Tarawneh voiced his clan's 
appreciation of the King's, 
sympathy. 

Prince Hamzeh 
received by Sultan 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Sul- 
tan of Brunei Hassan 
Bolqiyah, Monday received 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Hamzeh. who conveyed greet- 


jylum 


Construction of vocational 
training centre completed 
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ings from Their Majesties 
King Hussein and Queen 
Noot Prince Hamzeh congrat- 
ulated the Sultan of Brunei on 
the crowning ceremony of] 
Prince Muhtadi Billah. The 
Sultan of Brunei expressed his 
wishes for the speedy recovery 
ofKingHassein. 

Work on new 
college begins 

ZARQA (Petra) — Arab Bank 
Board Chairman Abdul 
Hameed Shoman on Sunday 
laid the foundation stone of the 
College of Economy and 
Administrative Sciences at 
Hashemiyeh University. 
Shoman has donated a sum of 
JD2 million to support the uni- 
versity’s scientific research 
programmes, and another 
JDSXyXX) to the university's 
general fund. 
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SHABTB 

FESTIVAL/ZARQA ' 
MAIN THEATRE 

* Children’s play “The 
Peacock” at 6:00 pan. 

“♦Performance by the Iraqi 
National Group at 7-JO p jn. 

. * Musical performance 
by Nahawand at 8 :45 p.m. 

* Musical performance 
by Fou’ad Hijazi at 9:45 
pjn. 

FILM 

* Children's film 
“Bumper Special, Rosie & 
Jim” at the British Council, 
Jabal Amman on Wednes- 
day Aug. 12 a t 6:00 pjn. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Photo exhibition on old 
biddings of Salt entitled 
“Engravings on the Wings 
of Time” at the Royal Cul- 
foral Centre. until Aug. 13. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Vocational Training Corpora- 
tion (VTC) announced Mon- 
day that it has completed the 
construction of a building at 
the Sahab Industrial Estate 
south of Amman to serve as a 
metal industries institute. 

A VTC statement said the 
6,000 square-metre institute 
was built on a 10,000 square- 
metre plot of land at the cost of 
JD4.07 1,410. The stare trea- 
sury partly covered the cost of 
construction. 

The statement noted that the 
institute is expected to help tire 
government deal with the 
problem of unemployment by 
turning oui highly trained peo- 
ple to fill tire needs of the local 
labour market 

The institute will organise 
short- and medium- terra train- 
ing courses in modem metal 


industries in order to raise the 
level of the vocational training 
system in the country, tire 
statement added. 

It said the institute will offer 
training courses in metal cast- 
ing, welding, thermal .treat- 
ment of, metal, and metal 
moulding and painting, 
among others. 

The government covered 25 
per cent of the cost of the insti- 
tute while a Japan 
International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) grant provided 
45 per cent The Wald Bank 
covered the rest, the statement 
added. 

It said die government pro- 
vided the plot of land and cov- 
ered 50 per cent of the cost of 
construction while the Japan- 
ese grant included equipment 
for the workshops and a 
Japanese team of instructors. 


Crown Prince attends graduation 
ceremony of Royal War College 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince- Hassan, the Regent, 
Monday said developing 
and implementing new con- 
cepts requires a strong will 
accompanied by intensive 
follow-up. 

Addressing the 10th grad- 
uating class of the Royal 
War College, the Regent 
said: “We, the government, 
Parliament and civil society 
institutions, shoulder the 
responsibility to meet this 
goal through establishing a 
sustainable partnership 
based on a fruitful dialogue 
whose aim is to serve the 
public interest within the 
framework of the state of 
law and institutions.” 

Prince Hassan touched 
upon regional issues, point- 
ing to the recent nuclear 
tests in the Indian subconti- 
nent, which he said proved 
the ineffectiveness of the 
current security measures 
and areangements to halt the 
spread of mass-destruction 
weapons. 

The Regent called for 
strengthening these arrange- 
ments within a new frame- 
work of security that tran- 
scends the narrow military 


concept to a wider one valu- 
ing human, political, social 
and economic security. 

“Unfortunately, arms 
spending is on the rise at the 
expense of an intensive joint 
effort to support the regional 
development process," he 
said. 

Prince Hassan said region- 
al stability cannot be 
realised if development 
efforts fail to provide a dig- 
nified livelihood and social 
and economic security for 
people. He added that vio- 
lence is an outcome of “des- 
perate economies,” a situa- 
tion that will not end with- 
out adequate responses. 

“The world no longer tol- 
erates the existence of 
35,00 0 nuclear warheads, 
and our region cannot stand 
to be treated... with a nar- 
row-mindedness that gives 
priority to private interests 
rather than public interest." 
the Regent said. 

“Arms exporting countries 
should change their unilater- 
al outlook to our region and 
adopt a comprehensive view 
that takes into consideration 
the people's interests and 
aspirations in a prosperous, 
stable and safe life. 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, flanked by HRH Prince Abdullah, Prune 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Abdul Hafiz 
Mirai Kaabneh, attends the graduation ceremony for the 10th graduating class of the 
Royal War College (Photo by Boghos) 


“We in the region should 
rearrange our priorities and 
establish regional ties based 
on cooperation and integra- 
tion,” he added. 

At the end of the ceremo- 


ny, Prince Hassan presented 
diplomas to the graduates. 

Attending the ceremony 
were Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defence Abdul 
Salam Majali, Chairman of 


the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Abdul Hafiz Mirai Kaab- 
neh, Special Forces Com- 
mander HRH Prince Abdul- 
lah and senior officers of the 
Armed Forces. 


Court upholds 1 995 death sentences 


By Rana Husseim 

Jordan Tones Staff - Reporter 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Court Monday sentenced five 
men to death for a second time 
at tire conclusion of one of Jor- 
dan's longest trials after uphold- 
ing their May 1995 convictions 
for murder and armed robbery. 

In its 100-page ruling, the 
Criminal Court reaffirmed its 
previous decision and handed 
down the death sentence again 
to Kbader Jabec, Mubarak 
Suleiman, Khalid Issa, Yousef 
Ayed and his brother Imart, all 
members of a group known as 
tire “Udwan Mills Gang.” 

Five other people affili ated 
with die group, including two 
women, had their sentences of 
10-15 years in prison for “plot- 
ring criminal acts” reduced to 
seven years with temporary 
hard labour 

The five, who have been in 
detention since 1992, were 
released from prison “since 
they have already served their 
sentences." 

The 10-member group, 
incl uding eight from the same 
family, was accused of commit- 
ting a total of 230 crimes, 
including tire five murders, 
thefts, attempted murders, pos- 


sessing automatic weapons, 
kidnapping, using forged docu- 
ments and other violations. 

They were indicted and 
charged with the murder of 
Second Lieutenant Mahmoud 
Etoum in Nov. 1989; Sergeant 
7fad Awamleh in March 1990: 
Raja Lasha. a Sri lankan 
housekeeper, in April 1990: 
Rasmieh Atiyat, a Madaba resi- 
dent. in Jufy 1991: and Emil 
Khashram. a Shoreisani resi- 
dent, in Nov. 1992. 

According to the Criminal 
Court's May 1995 ruling, the 
primary evidence used by the 
prosecution was the defen- 
dants' own confession to mur- 
der and robbery and their guilty 
plea. 

However; the Court of Cassa- 
tion ruled 10 months later that 
tire Criminal Court could not 
base its sentencing on the con- 
fessions since “all tire defen- 
dants claimed they were inter- 
rogated by the authorities under 
duress." 

But in yesterday's ruling, the 
Criminal Court said "it was 
proven to us that tire defendants 
were never subjected to any tor- 
ture, neither during their deten- 
tion or trial" 

Regarding contradicKxy evi- 
dence that was found at 


Khashram's house following 
the murda; the court said it was 
“confident that two of the five 
defendants were tire actual 

killer s” 

Last year, tire Criminal Court 
sent hair samples found under 
the nails of Khashram for 
examination to determine 
whether or not the hair 
belonged to defendants Imad 
and Yousef Ayed 

The hair was found not to 
match that of the suspects. 

The two men, along with 
Khader Mubarak, were accused 
of robbing and killing 
Khashram, 70, in his Shmeisani 
hone on Nov. 22, 1992. 

“It was proven to us from the 
defendants' confessions that 
they committed the crime, 
because they told interrogators 
details that no one could 
describe unless he/she was pre- 
sent at the scene of the crime," 
the court said 

But tire defendants' attorneys 
told the Jordan Times following ' 
tire conclusion of the one-hour 
court session that they were not 
satisfied with the decision, 
“because the Criminal Court 
did not follow the Court of Cas- 
sation's ruling.” 

The five defendants released 
were Mohammad Ayed 


Mohammad Ali. Mohammad 
Hassan. Amneh Mohammad 
and her daughter Nisrin. 

They were convicted of par- 
ticipating in the thefts by rent- 
ing cars that were used in tire 
robberies and buying proper- 
ties, including the Udwan Mills 
farm, with the stolen money. 

The group was nicknamed 
the “Udwan Mills Gang” 
because they were captured in a 
police raid in the Udwan Mills 
village near the town of 
Sukhneh. 

The group has faced four dif- 
ferent trials over the past six 
y ears, including one State Secu- 
rity Court tribunal to which 
they were referred when they 
were first captured by the 
authorities. 

The courts heard more than 
200 witnesses in one of the 
longest cases ever held in the 
Kingdom. 

Two other persons allegedly 
affiliated with the group were 
found innocent by the Criminal 
Court in May 1995. 

Monday's verdict, which was 
handed down by Justices 
Mohammad Ajarmeh. Mifleh 
Mubeidin and Issa Hamdan, 
will automatically be reviewed 
by the Court of Cassation with- 
in 30 days. 



HEAT WAVE CONTINUES: A shepherd boy gives his thirsty goat a drink of water 
Monday in Amman. The country has been hit by'the heat wave affecting Europe 
and the Middle East, with temperatures rising up to 40 degrees Celsius in Amm an 
(Renters photo) 


Pilot agricultural projects, under 
way to help women in poor areas 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two pilot 
“perm add rare ” projects 

aimed at addressing health 
and environmental issues 
while incorporating sus- 
tainable development tech- 
niques have been intro- 
duced at a refugee camp 
and an impoverished vil- 
lage in southern Jordan, 
relief officials said Sun- 
day. 

The schemes, launched 
at the northern- Hoson 
camp, which houses tens 
of thousands of Palestinian 
refugees, and the Ain Bei- 
dah village in the southern 
govemorate of Tafileh, are 
designed to help boost 
agricultural production to 
help women generate 
income. 

CARE International Jor- 
dan, in cooperation with 
the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency 
(UNRWA), are backing the 
two schemes to help 
improve the quality of life 
of thousands of poor Jor- 
danians. 

“Pennaculture, or per- 
manent agriculture, 
enables people to establish 
productive environments 
providing for food, shelter 
and energy," Fadi Sharai- 
ha, agricultural projects 
coordinator at CARE 
International Jordan, told 
the Jordan Times. 

Australian agricultural 
engineer Bill Morton 


developed the concept of 
pennaculture in 1974 to 
create sustainable systems 
for the present and the 
future. It entails analysing 
the environment, available 
resources and needs. 

Sharaiha said 35 women 
at the Hoson Camp have 
been receiving training in 
pennaculture since Janu- 
ary. 

-The project falls under 
CARE’s agricultural unit 
for the identification of 
environment-friendly and 
socially-viable techniques 
to help those in need sup- 
port themselves. 

The $50,000 Hoson 
Refugee Home Gardens 
project will be financed by 
the Canada Fund for one 
year before it can stand on 
its feet. 

Through pennaculture, 
women at the camp now 
use planters made from 
recycled rubber tires as 
well as barrels, balconies 
and rooftops to develop 
home gardens. 

In addition, a special 
greenhouse has been erect- 
ed for women to experi- 
ment with permaculture’s 
various planting tech- 

niques. 

“Women have been 
learning composting, 
rooftop water collection 
and storage, and integrated 
pest management, among 
many other organic farm- 
ing techniques/’ Sharaiha 
added. 

The women in the pro- 


ject also use a bamboo 
structure called “Fatin’s 
tent" to experiment with 
banana and mango planti- 
ng- 

Recycled water is being 
used in this project for 
home gardens and for the 
pennaculture site as part of 
efforts to conserve scarce 
water resources. Partici- 
pants also learn w’ater har- 
vesting techniques to col- 
lect water during winter 
for use in the hof and dry 
summer season. 

UNWRA and CARE are 
providing women with 
planting materials under a 
soft loan as part of a 
revolving finance scheme. 

“The project is imple- 
mented through UNRWA's 
Women's Programme Cen- 
tre at the camp with the 
aim of contributing to the 
capacity building of local 
women's groups," said 
Suad Alwan, UNRWA 
social services field offi- 
cer. 

Such agricultural pro- 
jects, she said, will con- 
tribute to improving home 
economics by providing 
refugee families with 
healthy and cost-effective 
products. 

According to CARE offi- 
cials, the success of these 
two projects will pave the 
way for setting up a 
regional uainipg centre in 
Amman. Meanwhile, eight 
similar training stations 
will be set up m different 
parts of the Kingdom. 


University 

students 

suspend 

hunger 

strike 

By Threq Ayvoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Four students 
protesting a decision by the 
administration of the Applied 
Sciences University (ASU) to 
suspend them have put a 
hunger strike on hold “tem- 
porarily ’ pending a final deci- 
sion from the university to 
reverse the punishment 
A student council member at 
the ASU, who asked not id be 
named, said the students sus- 
pended their open-ended strike 
following promises from the 
administration to cancel the 
one-year suspensions. 

He told the Jordan Times 
that the university administra- 
tion had been scheduled to dis- 
cuss the issue at their meeting 
yesterday bat postponed it 
until its next meeting on 
Wednesday. 

“They told us that they 
would look into our appeal and 
reconsider their decision, but if 
they fail to fulfil their pledge, 
we will have another word 
with them," the student coun- 
cil member said He did not 
elaborate'. 

“The university chairman 
has promised to look into the 
maner in a fair and just man- 
ner, and we are awaiting his 
final word,” he added 
The ASU president, 
Suleiman Arabiyat, was not 
immediately available for 
comment. 

Rami Jabir, Mohammad 
Shadid. Ra’d Bitar and 
Mohammad Luifi started their 
strike on Saturday but ended 
.their short-lived protest fol- 
lowing pledges from the 
administration to reverse their 
decision. 

The four students were dis- 
missed for their role in distrib- 
uting a statement on campus 
following the administration's 
decision to close the student 
council’s campus office. 

The statement called for an 
investigation of alleged “mis- 
management" by the universi- 
ty’s administration, among 
other demands. 

Arabiyat on Saturday 
accused “outsiders" of 
attempting to politicise the stu- 
dents and interfere in the uni- 
versity’s affairs. He declined to 

name these parties. 

But the student council 
member denied Arabiyal’s 
accusations and said their 
actions merely covered “stu- 
dents issues." 

“The statement that was dis- 
tributed among die students 
did not include any political 
issue. Our demands are to 
extend more services to the 
students and improve the effi- 
ciency of tiie administration." 
be added 
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Taleban in total control 


of Mazar-i-Sharif 


KABUL (AFP) — 
Afghanistan's Taleban 
forces were Monday in total 
control of the northern 
stronghold of Mazar-i- 
Sharif after a two-day oper- 
ation to mop up pockets of 
resistance, independent and 
opposition sources said. 

A senior official of the 
anti-Taieban opposition 
alliance conceded several 
attacks had failed to dis- 
lodge the Taleban from the 
key city, but vowed a 
counter-attack was being 
prepared. 

"Last night there was 
some fighting and some 
alliance troops succeeded in 
entering Mazar-i-Shurif and 
pushing the Taleban to the 
west of the city" ousted 
Kabul government repre- 
sentative Ahmad Wali 
Masood said in a telephone 
interview. 

"However, due to lack of 
coordination and ammuni- 
tion they were forced to 
retreat and the Taleban are 
now back in control of the 
city." he admitted. 

Masood. the brother of 
anii-Taleban topgun Ahmad 
Shah Masood and diplomat- 
ic representative for the 
ousted Kabul government in 
London, said a fresh coun- 
terattack was in preparation. 

“Our forces are still gath- 
ering and are preparing for a 
fresh attack which could 
begin at any time." he 
asserted. 

independent sources said 
earlier that Mazar-i-Sharif 
— the last major city which 
had remained outside of 
Taleban control — was 
quiet, although several bod- 
ies were still lying on the 
roads after the fighting. 

"The Taleban appear to be 
in Full and overall control of 
the city." reported one 
source who asked not to be 
identified. 

The sources said the 


Taleban. posted ai^ey junc- 
tions, had ordered residents 
not to leave their homes 
while the mopping-up oper- 
ation was in progress. 

Taleban officials said their 
forces were in positions 
throughout the city, about 
450 kilometres north of 
Kabul. 

"There are no opposition 
forces in Mazar-i-Sharif to 
even oppose us." said mili- 
tia spokesman Abdul Hae 
Mutmaen. "We are in total 
control of the city' and have 
also cleared areas to the 
south." 

In Islamabad meanwhile, 
an Afghan information 
agency reported that a com- 
mander loyal to Uzbek war- 
lord Abdul-Rashid Dosram 
and 500 soldiers surren- 
dered to the Taleban in the 
northern province of 
Kunduz Monday. 

The Afghan Islamic Press 
l A IP). quoting Taleban offi- 
cials. said Abdul Qadar and 
his men laid down their 
arms in the Qaloe Zai dis- 
trict and were taken into 
custody. It said they gave up 
after the fall of Mazar-i- 
Sharif. 

There was no independent 
confirmation. 

It was the Taleban ‘s third 
attempt to take Mazar-i- 
Sharif after they were bru- 
tally cut down in the maze 
of dusty streets in May 1997 
when they were double- 
crossed by a shortlived ally. 

In May 1997 the Taleban 
seized control of Mazar-i- 
Sharif after joining ranks 
with Abdul Malik, a former 
Dostam ally. 

But when a deal over 
power-sharing broke down. 
Malik returned to the oppo- 
sition fold and massacred at 
least 2,500 Taleban soldiers. 

The Taleban also entered 
the city limits last 
September but their forces 
were beaten back in heavy 


fighting. 

The anti-Taleban alliance 
includes Dostam, the ousted 
government of president 
Burhanuddin Rabbani and 
topgun Ahmad Shah 
Masood, the Shiite Hezb-i- 
Wahdat and several other 
splinter groups. 

Mfeanwhile. Iran urged the 
United Nations Monday to 
lake "urgent" action to 
secure the release of 10 of 
its diplomats and a journal- 
ist whom its says were kid- 
napped by the Taleban in 
Mazar-i-Sharif. 

Foreign Minister Kamal 
Kharazi sent a letter to U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan calling for "multi- 
faceted efforts and immedi- 
ate help" to free its nation- 
als. the official IRNA news 
agency reported. 

Iran says the diplomats 
and an IRNA correspondent 
were seized after a raid by 
the militia on its mission in 
Mazar-i-Sharif. 

Iran state radio said the 
kidnapped Iranians had 
been transferred to the 
Taleban stronghold of 
Kandahar in eastern 
Afghanistan. 

The radio, citing foreign 
ministry officials, also said 
it had information the 
Iranians "are in good 
health" despite an earlier 
statement from a Taleban 
official that they may have 
died. 

Militia spokesman Wakil 
Ahmad Mutawakil said 
Sunday the diplomats were 
not in the Iranian consulate 
in the anti-Taleban strong- 
hold when their forces 
rolled in Saturday. 

The Taleban hold more 
than two-thirds of civil-war 
ravaged Afghanistan includ- 
ing the capital Kabul and 
have imposed what they say 
is the world's purest Islamic 
state. 


Cambodia 

opposition 


poised to strike down 
vote fraud complaints 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) 
— Cambodian election 
authorities are poised to 
reject all of the opposi- 
tion's hundreds of com- 
plaints of vote fraud and 
irregularities in last 
month’s polls, officials 
said Monday. 

Wholesale rejection of 
the allegations could 
ratchet up the possibili- 
ty of a constitutional 
crisis as the opposition 
has vowed not to recog- 
nise the results of the 
Jul> 26 polls and boy- 
cott parliament unless 
its complaints are 
resolved. 

Official preliminary 
results show the winner 
of the eleetion to be 
strongman Hun Sen’s de 
facto ruling Cambodian 
People’s Party <CPP) 
which will have a 
majority in parliament 
but not the two-thirds 
necessary to form a gov- 
ernment on its own. 

Rejection of the com- 
plaints. expected to 
come Tuesday at a meet- 
ing of the National 
Election Committee 
(NEC ». would leave the 
opposition with only 
one recourse for redress 
of its grievances — 
appeal to the 
Constitutional Council. 
Cambodia's two main 
opposition panics, 
which say both bodies 
are biased in favour of 
the CPP. have submitted 
more than S00 com- 
plaints citing wide- 
spread abuses of elec- 
toral regulations in more 
than half the country's 
nearly 1 .600 vote count- 
ing stations. But NEC 
officials said Monday 
most of those com- 
plaints were repetitious 
or lacked enough merit 
to be considered, adding 
that only 504 allegations 
had survived prelimi- 
nary examination. 

Tuesday, the NEC will 
look into those 304 
complaints — 1 10 about 
voter intimidation. 172 
recount demands and 22 


instances where prelimi- 
nary results are being 
rejected for other rea- 
sons — but is not 
expected to refer any of 
them to a formal hear- 
ing. officials said. 

“These are the most 
serious, the ones that 
there might be enough 
evidence to take to a 
hearing, but maybe we 
will have no hearing.” 
NEC spokesman 

Samraing Kamsan told 
reporters. 

He said recounts 
already conducted at the 
opposition's request in 
seven municipalities in 
four provinces had 
turned up no evidence of 
the kind of fraud and 
irregularities alleged. 

"Already we can con- 
clude there was no 
cheating and fraud, just 
slight technical prob- 
lems." Samraing 

Kamsan said. "We cun 
conclude (there was) no 
widespread fraud or 
irregularities that could 
affect the results." He 
added many of the 1 1 
members of the NEC 
had agreed. 

Two~ other NEC offi- 
cials reached Monday- 
said it was probable the 
committee would reject 
most if not all or the 304 
complaints and leave the 
opposition to appeal the 
decisions to the 
Constitutional Council. 

“Thar is their right if 
they want to do so." said 
one. adding he expected 
Tuesday's meeting to be 
one of the body'slast. 

The royalist FUNC IN- 
PEC party of deposed 
eo-Premier Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh and 
the self-named party of 
dissident Sam Rainsy. 
which placed second 
and third in the polls, 
have led the complaints. 

They say election vic- 
tory was stolen from 
them by the CPP and 
biased election officials 
who stuffed ballot 
boxes, counted votes 
without any independent 


observation and left 
boxes liable to tamper- 
ing during transport. 

In addition. FUNCIN- 
PEC and Sam Rainsy 
have vehemently com- 
plained about an 
allegedly improper revi- 
sion of the formula allo- 
cating parliamentary 
seals. 

Monday. Prince 

Ranariddh and 5am 
Rainsy wrote to United 
Nations Secretary 

General Kofi Annan, 
outlining their concerns 
about the new formula. 

"We put our faith in 
the United Nations to do 
what is in its power to 
prevent a procedural 
manipulation that w»ould 
distort the will of the 
Cambodian people and 
hate far-reaching conse- 
quence." the letter said. 

Using the preliminary- 
results from the elec- 
tion. the original formu- 
la would have given the 
two parties a three-seat 
edge over the CPP in 
par! i ament, a majority 
with the right to lead a 
coalition, but the revised 
formula gives the CPP 
the majority with a six- 
seat edge. 

Senior NEC officials 
and a top foreign advi- 
sor to the committee 
have unsuccessfully 
struggled to convince 
the opposition that the 
change was not improp- 
er onllegal. 

How ever, they have 
refused to release min- 
utes of the meeting at 
which the change was 
approved. 

The opposition has 
called for a complete 
investigation, but 
Samraing Kamsan said 
Monday" the committee 
did not have any more 
time to waste on the 
issue. 

“We have no time to 
talk about that any- 
more,” he said. "If they 
want to complain about 
that, they have to go to 
the * Constitutional 
Council." 


Indonesian military quiz Suharto’s 
son-in-law over abductions 


JAKARTA (AFP) — An 
Indonesian military council 
Monday quesiioned a son- 
in-law of former President 
Suharto in the second week 
of an investigation into the 
abduction and torture of 
activists. Army Chief 
General Subagyo said. 

“It is true that today 
(Mondavi, we have sought 
information from 

Lieutenant General 

Prabowo. Colonel 

Chairawan and also several 
witnesses." Subagyo told 
journalists shortly after the 
Officers’ Honour Council 
met for close to seven 
hours. 

He did not give the identi- 
ty or number of the wit- 
nesses. 

Prabowo Subiunto. 

Suharto's son-in-law and 
two other senior officers. 
Chairawan and Major 
General Muchdi. arc being 
investigated by the council 
over aflcgaiions of abduct- 
ing and tenuring political 
activists earlier this year. 

'The investigation was 
about the cases of the dis- 
appearances. why 

Lieutenant General 

Prabowo did things such as 
this." Subagyo said at the 
army hcjdquaners where 
the investigation took 
place. 

Subayo chairs the nine- 
member council set up by 
the country's military chief 
General Wiranto on Aug. 3 
to probe the three officers 
over the alleged abduction 
and tonure of scores of 
activists. 

He has sjiJ the council 
would only nuke recom- 
mendations to the head o! 
the armed forces, hut 
should there be any indica- 
tion of criminal acts, the 
officers under probe could 
also be brought to court. 

Prabowo. the overall 
commander of the special 


forces (Kopassus) at the 
time of the kidnappings, is 
married to one of Suharto's 
three daughters. He was the 
third and last of the senior 
officers to be probed by the 
council. 

The council last week 
interrogated Muchdi. a for- 
mer senior general of the 
Kopassus, and Chairawan. 
the head of a Kopassus spe- 
cial operations unit. 

All three officers have 
been suspended from their 
current positions in the mil- 
itary pending the council's 
findings. 

Council members have 
also visited the Kopassus 
headquarters in Jakarta 
where many believe the 
kidnapped activists had 
been held and interrogated. 

“It is not true that there 
was an order (for the kid- 
nappings » front the armed 
forces chief." Subagyo said, 
but he added general 
instructions might have 
been interpreted by 
Prabowo in his own man- 
ner. 

"We arc still gathering the 
necessary data and hopeful- 
ly we can soon report (the 
finding*-) to the armed 
forces commander ... We 
also want this to be done 
quickly but vve will not be 
too hasty" Subagyo said. 

He did noi exclude fur- 
ther questioning of 
Prabowo. 

Subagyo told the 
Republika daily in an inter- 
view carried Monday 

Prabowo and ihe two other 
olliccrs questioned, would 
all ha\c their own defence 
counsels, bui he declined to 
elaborate. 

The council will only 
make recommendations on 
the ease m the military 
ehicl. he told the daily, 
adding any milri.iry com- 
mander. when issuing 
orders “is responsible for 


Fossett’s balloon nears 
half-way to South Africa 


WASHINGTON (AFP) 
— L*.S. balloonist Steve 
Fossctt was soaring over 
the Atlantic in his “Solo 
Spirit" balloon early 
Monday, well on his 
way to South Africa, 
officials at his mission 
control centre reported. 

The millionaire's 
fourth attempt to be the 
first to circle the globe 
non-stop in a hot air 
balloon was “doing very 
well.” said Barb Ray. 
spokesperson at 

Fossetr's mission con- 
trol at Washington 
University in Saint 
Louis. Missouri. 

Av Of 0830 GMT. the 
“Solo Spirit" was over 
the South Atlantic at 33 
degrees 24' south and 
29 degrees 57' west, 
mission control report- 
ed. That would put him 
some 2.1*10 kilometres 
southeast of Rio dc 


Janeiro — almost half- 
way between South 
America and Africa. 
Fossctt, who is travel- 
ling at a speed of X6 
kilometres per hour, is 
expected to reach South 
Africa in about a day 
and a half. Ray said. 

The eccentric bal- 
loonist sends regular 
updates to the centre via 
electronic mail from mi 
onboard laptop comput- 
er. Ray said. Fossctt 
how ever had been out of 
touch for several hours, 
Ray said. That was 
because he wav catching 
up on some ueJJ- 
doerved sleep. 

"He's just awakened 
from six hours ot sleep 
and is doing very well," 
Ray said. Because of 
the extreme weather — 
the balloon is soaring at 
an altitude oi 7,518 
metres above sea level 


— and cramped quarters 
Fossctt "doesn't nor- 
mally get good rest like 
that.” she said. 
Fossctt has travelled a 
total distance of 4,417 
kilometres from his 
starting point in 
Mendoza. Argentina, 
mission control report- 
ed. During his first 
night aloft, a fire singed 
the pilot's cychrmvs and 
caused a slight burn on 
his left wrist. There was 
also a minor problem 
with two of lour burn- 
ers, which he had to 
turn olf. 

But Fossctt believes 
he cun continue the 
flight with ihe two burn- 
ers. No such problems 
were reported between 
Sunday and Monday, 
Ray said. 


Indonesian army commander General Subagyo Hadisiswovo, as head of military 
board in charge or investigating the kidnapping of political activists, speaks to 
reporters after questioning Lieutenant General Prabowo, son-in-law of former 
President Suharto at the military strategic force headquarters in Jakarta. Prabowo 
took the stand Monday in a probe into political kidnapping that could end his mili- 
tary career (Reuters photo) 


the order and its implemen- 
tation. 

“If his underlings make a 
mistake, he (the comman- 
der) is responsible because 
the order came from him." 

Wiranto has already 
admitted (he Kopassus was 
involved in the kidnappings 
and preliminary results of a 
probe showed the Kopassus 
command had issued orders 
to “uncover several move- 
ments then considered radi- 
cal and jeopardised govern- 
ment programmes and pub- 
lic security." 

When announcing the 
council's establishment, 
Wiranto also said seven 
non-commissioned officers 
and three privates would be 
brought before a military 
tribunal on suspicion of 
involvement in the abduc- 
tions and torture. 

At least 24 - political 
activists have gone missing 
since early this year. Nine 
of them resurfaced after 
months of absence and 
spoke of being abducted, 
kept in solitary detention 
and tortured. Fourteen are 
still unaccounted for. 

There has been mounting 
pressure for the authorities 
to locate the missing 
activists and bring those 
guilty of kidnapping and 
torturing them with electric 
shocks and beatings to 
court. 

Prabowo was pushed out j 
of his position ns comman- ] 
der of Kopassus and rcas- \ 
signed to head the army’s 
command and staff (raining 
college in Bandung shortly 
alter Suharto was ousted on 
May 21 following violent 
pro-reform riots. 

Prabowo. who arrived in 
uniform by car at 8:20 a.m. 
(til 20 GMT) wav seen leav- 
ing the army headquarters 
through the back entrance 
around 3:45 p.m. (0845 
GMTi. witnesses said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.S. lawsuit blames nuclear 
fuel plant for cancer cases 


PITTSBURGH (AP) — A trial to determine whether a 
nuclear fuel processing plant is responsiblefor eight cases of 
cancer could set the tone for more than 200 related cases in 
the United States. Eight people who haw cancer or repre- 
sent others who died of the disease have sued Atl^ittc 
Richfield Co.. Babcock and Wilcox Co. and B-and-W 
Nuclear Environmental Services Inc., the successive opera- 
tors of the plant in Apollo, about 50 kilometres northeast of 
Pittsburgh. The triaL scheduled to begin Monday, is expect- 
ed to take three weeks. The lawsuit filed m 1 994. will serve 
as a test for more than 90 personal injury cases, about 120 
property damage cases and a class-action lawsuit seeking 
medical monitoring for residents. The other cases are on 
hold. The plant processed uranium as fuel for nuclear reac- 
tors and submarines from 1957 to 1978. In the early 1990s, 
it was tom down, andmore than 22,700 cubic metres of soil 
and debris was shipped to a radioactive waste disposal site. 
Three state health studies and one federal study showed no 
unusual rares of cancer or birth defects around ApoUo. near 
a subsidiary plant five kilometres away in Parks Township, 
however, studies found a high rate of cancer among female 
residents. Lawsuits by residents near the Parks Township 
plant also arc pending. The current lawsuit says a uranium 
processing plant never should have been built in presiden- 
tial neighbourhood. Alfred Wilcox, an attorney for the com- 
panies, said the areas where radioactive material might have 
become airborne were enclosed, and the air was filtered. 
Even if radioactive material was released, it probably had 
nothing to do with the cancers. Wilcox said. 


Genetically altered food 
could harm human health 


LONDON (AFP) — Genetically altered potatoes fed to rats 
resulted in retarded growth and reduced immunity, accord- 
ing to a Scottish study published here Monday which said 
such altered food products could also harm human health. 
The results of the study, done at the Rowett Institute in 
Aberdeen, drew an immediate call for a ban on such foods 
in Britain, where an increasing number of food products 
contain genetically altered in gradients. "We are assured that 
this is absolutely safe and that no conceivable harm could 
come to us from" eating it," said Arpad Puztai, the researcher 
who directed the KXfday study. "But if you gave me the 
choice now*' he added. “I wouldn't eat it” The British agri- 
culture ministry said the Rowett study would be looked at 
closely, but stressed that genetically altered food products 
approved for human consumption thus far posed no danger 
to humans. "All novel foods, including genetically modified 
foods, are rigorously examined... before they can enter the 
food chain in the U.K. and the government is confident that 
each food that has been approved so far is safe." said a state- 
ment. However, Liberal Democrat MP Norman Baker sad: 
“The new health findings are very- worrying and show that 
we have become the guinea pigs in a gigantic experiment." 
Baker last week revealed that genetically altered foods bad 
been taken off the menu at the House of Commons restau- 
raru.'The government has been irresponsible and lax. and 
the only thing to do is ban” genetically modified food, he 
said 


Prisoners in Hague tribunal jail 
planning uprising 


BELGRADE. Yugoslavia (AP) — Prisoners held by the 
U.N. war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia have dis- 
cussed plans for an uprising following the death of a Serb 
suspect during his trial, a Serb doctor said Monday. 
Slobodan Ivanovic visited the tribunal in The Hague, 
Netherlands, tost week, shortly after the death of Milan 
Kovacevic. a Bosnian Serb charged with genocide and 
crimes against humanity. Kovacevic was reported to have 
died of a heart attack in his prison cell. But Ivanovic said 
Kovacevic died slowly and painfully from a ruptured aorta. 
He said Kovacevic appealed for help for five hours, but 
guards failed to appear. “All prisoners. Serb. Croat and 
Muslim, banged their doors to call for the guards. They 
pressed the alarm bells but there was no response. When the 
prison cells were finally opened all the prisoners rushed to 
help Kovacevic." Belgrade's Beta news agency quoted 
Ivanovic as saying. Ivanovic said Kovacevic 's death had a 
bad effect on the prisoners, most of whom reportedly suffer ! 
from depression. "What is more, an uprising had been j 
planned and a general strike," said Ivanovic. TTw status of ! 
such plans since his visit on Aug. 1 wasn't clear. Asked I 
about a potential uprising, a representative of the U.N. in- i 
buna! press office who declined to be named said: "Nothing | 
is known to us. ... If there are complaints, they are always ! 
dudt with the charccs." ’ I 


BA sticks to ban on 
carrying Rushdie 


LONDON (.AFP) — British Airways said .Monday that its 
ban on author Salman Rushdie travelling on its aircraft was 
still in force as it launched three times a week non-stop 
flights between London and Tehran. The airline imposed the 
ban after Iran's late spiritual leader Avatoliah Ruholkih 
Khomeini issued a fatwa. or religious decree, in 1989 con- 
demning Rushdie to death tor "'The Satanic Verses." deemed 
blasphemous by many Muslims. BA said that the safety of 
its passengers was "paramount". Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook .said earlier dus year that Iran had offered oral state- 
ments that it would not send anyone to kill the author, but 
had not provided written assurances of his safety. A spokes- 
woman for the airline, which has been operaiinc the fights 
with a stopover in Baku. Azerbaijan, said: "Safety Ls para- 
mount to BA and we feel it Ls not appropriate to ciany him. 
it is something that is always under review." 


Estrada asks Communist 
rebel leader to come home 

~ Philippine President Joseph Estrada 

Monday urged Filipino Communist rebel leader Jose Maria 

? Cnr [! e home for talks. “I am inviting Off 
Slsc ^, lo , rctum since both of us have only one 
H ^ 10 if ** P°° r fom poverty and make the 
country a peaceful and quiet place to live in.* 4 Estrada said 
rn n radio interview. Sison. who founded the underground 
Communist Party of the Philippines in 1968 and bUbri 
to nc us chairman, has htvn ik-; nn dw 
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Myanmar activists shont slogans and hold banners outside the Myanmar embassy In Bangkok to protest against 
the arrest of activists at Yangon airport Sunday. Eighteen foreign activists were detained after handing out leaflets 
calling on the people of Myanmar to remember a massacre of oppostion supporters ten years ago. Thousands of 
red leaflets in Burmese and English were distributed earlier Sunday at several points around the capital Yangon 
(Reuters photo) 

Thailand urges Myanmar to 
resolve detention of 1 8 foreigners 


Russia digs in heels over 
strikes against Belgrade 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russia dug its heels in 
Monday against NATO 
strikes in Kosovo, rejecting 
talk of military intervention 
in the strife-tom Yugoslav 
province until all diplomat- 
ic channels were exhausted. 

“The situation right now 
in Kosovo has not yet met 
the U.N. criteria for inter- 
vention,'’ foreign ministry 
spokesman Valery 

Nestersukhkin told AFP. 

‘‘The current discussions 
about the use of force 
encourage extremists to 
toughen their stance,” he 
said. “We believe that the 
existing diplomatic tools 
have not yet been exhaust- 
ed.” 

The spokesman’s com- 
ments came after British 
Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook warned the West was 
now ready to take military 
action against Yugoslav 
forces sent by Belgrade to 
crush a rebellion by ethnic 
Albanian separatists. 

But while London's 
stance is backed by 
Washington, a fellow U.N. 
Security Council member, 
French President Jacques 
Chirac told his U.S. coun- 


terpart Bill Clinton Friday 
that Paris would insist any 
strikes are approved by the 
U.N. Security Council. 

Russia's envoy to the 
region. Deputy Foreign 
Minister Nikolai 

Afanasyev sky, made 

Russia's opposition to mili- 
tary action crystal clear 
Sunday, saying: “No one 
can explain what the aim of 
such external interference 
would be, or what it could 
contribute other than new 
complications and an 
inevitable radicalisation.” 

That meant that “if NATO 
intervention were to come 
before the U.N. Security 
Council right now, the 
Russians would veto” said 
one Western diplomat in 
post here. 

“The official Russian 
position is based on the 
assumption that the Kosovo 
problem is an internal prob- 
lem of Yugoslavia,” said 
Vitaly Naumkin, head of 
the Russian Centre of 
Strategic Research and 
International Studies. 

“It’s like Chechehya for 
Russia,” he said, a reference 
to Moscow's struggle to 
prevent the secession of its 


rebellious Caucasus repub- 
lic. 

Russia's stance is also 
based on Moscow's hostili- 
ty to seeing its former foe 
NATO active in an area it 
still considers as its sphere 
of influence, said Yevgeny 
Kostilev. of Moscow's 
Institute of Political 
Studies. 

“Accepting an accord 
with the United States for 
an intervention in Kosovo 
would be to accept giving 
up its ambitions in Eastern 
Europe. That is out of the 
question ” he said. 

Moscow, a traditional ally 
of its fellow Orthodox 
Christians the Serbs, has 
been pursuing a twin-track 
approach to the conflict: 
respect for Yugoslavia’s ter- 
ritorial integrity and broad 
autonomy for the ethnic 
Albanian majority 

province. 

Vitaly Naumkin said the 
type of intervention called 
for would determine 
Moscow’s final position. 

“It's one thing when this 
kind of intervention is 
going to protect borders 
from refugees," he said, but 
if “it’s intervention on the 


basis of some kind of deci- 
sion about going into 
Yugoslavia, I think it will 
still be regarded by Russia 
as interference in (itsl inter- 
nal affairs.” 

However, Russia may toe 
the Western line if push 
comes to shove, he said, 
recalling how Russia first 
opposed the arms embargo 
against Belgrade in March 
and eventually backed it. 

“Russia is not willing ... 
to risk its relations with the 
West for the sake of the 
Serbs or Milosevic's poli- 
. ties." Naumkin said. 

„ One scenario evoked by 
■observers here involved a 
repeat of previous crises, 
where intense Western pres- 
sure, accompanied by 
threats of tough action, is 
eased by an eleventh-hour 
compromise brokered by 
Russia. 

Diplomats here were 
sceptical that Moscow 
could save Belgrade this 
time. “So far the Russians 
have not proven able to 
secure any change of course 
on Kosovo, and Milosevic, 
has shown a talent for mak- 
ing promises which are for- 
gotten moments later.” 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Thailand Monday urged 
Myanmar quickly to (teal 
with the case of 18 foreign- 
ers detained in Yangon for 
attempting to incite unrest 
by handing out pro-democ- 
racy messages. 

Thai Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Kobsak 

Chutikul said Bangkok was 
concerned about the deten- 
tion Sunday of three Thais, 
who were among a larger 
group of foreign activists 
trying to promote human 
rights and democracy in the 
military state. 

“We ire concerned 


because they were given' 
visas to travel to Myanmar, 
so apparently they are not 
people who the Myanmar 
authorities thought had a 
history of any activities 
against the government 
there," Kobsak told a press 
conference. 

Six U.S. nationals, an 
Australian, two Filipinos, 
three Malaysians and three 
Indonesians Were also 
arrested for allegedly 
breaching laws relating to 
national security. 

"So many nationalities 
were involved, including 
many from ASEAN coun- 


tries," Kobsak noted, refer- 
ring to the Association of 
South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN). 

“Again we are concerned 
that this will make a bad 
image for Myanmar and 
lead to more international 
criticism. We urge 
Myanmar authorities to do 
whatever they can to solve 
the situation." 

Kobsak appealed to 
Yangon to respond to inter- 
national concern about the 
activists and to be more 
open and to respond to 
inquiries. 

“We are striving for the 


same goals of human rights 
and democracy that the gov- 
ernment in Yangon itself has 
said is its ultimate goal.” 

A junta official said 
Monday the IS detainees 
were being questioned but 
had not yet been charged. 
He said they were being 
held in the Yangon Police 
Guest House and the capi- 
tal's police headquarters. 

Thai and foreign human 
rights groups, including 
Amnesty International. 
Monday condemned the 
junta and demanded the 
detainees be released imme- 
diately. 


Japan’s opposition 
demands snap elections 


10 Japan ' ■ 

workers 

poisoned 

TOKYO (R) — Ten people fell 
ill from apparent poisoning 
after drinkin g tea and coffee in 
northern Japan and investiga- 
tors have yet to identify the poi- 
sonous substance, police said 
Monday. 

A mailing break took a trag- 
ic turn at a Japanese company 
in Niigata prefecture, 334 km 
north of Tokyo, when 10 
employees fell ill after drinking 
tea and coffee at work. 

Police said they were investi- 
gating the incident, which shat- 
tered the calm of Japan’s sum- 
' mer holiday period, as a poi- 
soning and possible copycar 
crime. 

‘Turning ill right after drink- 
ing the tea obviously points to 
poisoning,” said a doctor at the 
hospital where most of the vic- 
tims are being treated. 

Although preliminary tests of 
the patients’ vomit showed 
traces of cyanide, further tests 
showed no signs of cyanide 
from the patients or the tea and 
water which the patients drank, 
a Niigata prefectural police 
spokesman said. 

■ Police have yet to identify the 
poisonous substance and some 
experts have suggested the vic- 
tims’ symptoms appeared to 
point to pesticide. 

A National Police Agency 
offirial drew a parallel with a 
mass poisoning that kilted four 
people and made ill at least 60 
others in western Japan last 
month 

Ti could be a copycat crime, 
imitating what happened in 
Wakay ama, ” the National 
Police" Agency official said, 
referring to a July 25 incident in 
which people at a neighbour- 
hood festival were served curry 
laced with cyanide and arsenic. 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
opposition demanded snap 
elections Monday as Prime 
Minister Keys Obuchi bat- 
tled for parliamentary 
approval of legislation to 
save the debt-ridden finance 
sector. . 

“The Obuchi administra- 
tion does not reflect the 
people’s will." Kansei 
Nakano. deputy head of the 
main opposition 

Democratic Party of Japan, 
charged at the start of the 
plenary session of the lower 
house. 

“* “What qualification and 
power does the administra- 
tion have without facing the 
judgement of the people?” 
be said, demanding the 
chamber be dissolved for 
general elections. 

Nakano said Obuchi's 
promotion to the premier- 
ship “can never be approved 
as he served as foreign min- 
ister in an administration 
with numerous policy fail- 
ures.” 

Obuchi took office on 
July 30 after his predeces- 
sor, Ryu taro Hashimoto, 
quit following a devastating 
defeat for the ruling party’ in 
the July 12 upper house 
elections. 

The new premier immedi- 
ately shrugged off the 
demands , for general elec- 
tions and repeated his com- 
mitment to rescuing the 
world's second largest 
economy from recession. 

“Our priority is to revive 
the financial sector reform. 
Therefore, I don’t have dis- 
solution in my mind,” 
Obuchi said. 

In Japan, general elec- 
tions take place once in four 


years or anytime after the 
prime minister dissolves the 
powerful lower house. The 
next polls are scheduled for 
September 2000. 

“1 have seriously listened 
to the harsh criticism peo- 
ple have made of my gov- 
ernment and I will under- 
take the utmost effort and 
do whatever is necessary to 
revive the economy” the 
premier told parliament. 

“I will face the judgement 
by making an all out effort 
to put the economy on a 
recovery track within one or 
two years,” he said. 

Obuchi’s reply was greet- 
ed by hooting from opposi- 
tion party members. 

Concerns over the new 
premier’s commitment to 
economic reform and the 
opposition’s possible ham- 
pering of banking sector 
rescue legislation sent the 
yen and stock market 
falling. 

The key Nikkei Stock 
Average of the Tokyo Stock 
Exchange dropped 1.3 per 
cent to end the session at 
15,626.42. 

The yen declined to 
146.64-66 against the dollar 
here late Monday, dose to 
its eight-year low' of 146.75. 
from*" 145.53-55 - here 
Friday. 

Russell Jones, chief econ- 
omist at Lehman Brothers, 
said the currency’s drop 
was fuelled by uncertainty 
over the banking sector 
reform programme and dis- 
appointment in Obuchi. 

Markets had hoped in 
vain, he said, that at “some 
time, at some stage this 
government may offer a 
pleasant suiprise, some- 


thing more than the market 
was expecting.” Investors 
were haunted by uncertain- 
ty over the banking sector 
legislation and fears about 
the “government’s commit- 
ment to taking the tough 
decisions.” Jones said. 

Nakano said the new 
prime minister must “share 
the responsibility for eco- 
nomic mismanagement of 
the Hashimoto administra- 
tion” and “listen to propos- 
als from the opposition 
side.” 

Obuchi has called for the 
opposition's cooperation in 
passing slx crucial bills 
aimed at cleaning up 
Japan’s debt-ridden finance 
sector, but the opposition 
demanded amendments to 
the legislation. 

“I will listen to proposals 
prepared by the opposition 
groups and aim to enact 
laws as soon as possible by 
seeking their understanding 
and cooperation," Obuchi 
said. 

He said he wanted to 
speed up legislation to 
inject public money for the 
rescue of the financial 
industry, plagued by an esti- 
mated 87.5 trillion yen 
(S621 billion dollars) in bad 
debt. 

After 10 days in office. 
Obuchi said in his inaugural 
policy' speech last Friday he 
would “stake his political 
life” on saving Japan's 
recession-hit economy. 

His promised cuts in 
income and corporate taxes 
exceeding six trillion yen 
and extra government 
spending to revive the econ- 
omy of more than 10 tril- 
lion yen. 


France wilts as temperatures, pollution soar 


PARIS .(R) — France 
wilted Monday as tem- 
peratures and pollution 
levels soared for the third 
straight day and forecast- 
ers predicted more of the 
same Tuesday. 

In Paris, tourists and 
residents alike flocked to 
the city’s many fountains 
. so they could dangle their 
feet in the cool water. 


The more courageous 
among them stripped off 
some of their clothing 
and waded right in. 

After one of the wettest 
summers on record, an 
unexpected heat wave 
pushed temperatures 
towards 40 Celsius in 
central France^and to 36 
Celsius in the capital, the 
summer's hottest temper- 


atures. 

There, was little wind, 
driving up pollution in 
the major cities. 

Police urged motorists 
to leave their cars at 
home and take public 
transport. Young chil- 
dren. the elderly and 
individuals with respira- 
tory problems were 
warned to take precau- 


tions as air pollution 
remained at health- 
threatening levels for a 
third day. 

A police statement said 
that motorists who insist- 
ed on using their cars 
should travel at 20 kph 
below the official speed 
limit to minimise harmful 
emissions. 


Kohl rules out coalition 
with opposition after election 


BONN. Germany (AP) — 
Back from vacation “with a 
cheerful heart,” Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl Monday ruled 
out joining the opposition 
Social Democrats in a coali- 
tion government after fail 
elections, saying such spec- 
ulation was only meant to 
confuse voters. 

“There won’t be a grand 
coalition with us.” Kohl said 
before the steering commit- 
tee of his Christian 
Democratic Union held its 
first meeting after the sum- 


mer break. 

Social Democratic chan- 
cellor candidate Gerhard 
Schroeder, who has been 
leading Kohl in opinion 
polls, said last week that if 
coalition talks with the ecol- 
ogy-minded Greens didn’t 
pan out, he would not hesi- 
tate to turn to the Christian 
Democrats. 

Such a pairing . of 
Germany's two main parties 
hasn't been tried in Bonn 
since the 1960s, although it 
is not uncommon at the 


state level. 

But Kohl insisted the dif- 
ferences between his con- 
servative party and the tra- 
ditionally leftist Social 
Democrats were too great 
for a coalition to work. 

Attempts by Schroeder to 
steer his party closer to a 
“new centre” with business- 
friendly policies and tough 
talk on law and order “are 
not believable,” Kohl said. 

Kohl said he was opti- 
mistic about his chances for 
winning a record fifth term 


on Sept. 27 and was going 
“into this decisive battle 
with a cheerful heart.” 
Asked whether he intend- 
ed to serve the entire four 
year term, he said, “right 
now I first am going to win 
the election.” 

A Social Democratic- 
Greens coalition has been 
leading in opinion polls for 
months, but recent surveys 
show the government par- 
ties gaining ground to make 
the race almost neck-and- 
neck. 


Rights groups call for 
release of China activist 


BEIJING (R) — Chinese 
and Western human rights 
activists Monday called 
for the release of a student 
leader in 1989 pro-democ- 
racy' demonstrations 
arrested for trying to reg- 
ister an opposition party. 

A group of 90 Chinese 
dissidents signed an open 
letter demanding that 
authorities release Wang 
Youcai and allow him 
access to a lawyer while 
in detention, the U.S.- 
based group Human 
Rights in China said in a 
statement. 

Wang, 32, detained 
since July 10, was one of 
13 dissidents rounded up 
in the eastern city of 
Hangzhou for trying to 
register the Chinese 
Democratic Party on June 
25, the first day of U.S. 
President Bill Clinton’s 
nine-day state visit to 
China. All except Wang 
have been released. 

The letter stressed that 
the registration of a politi- 


cal party was “graceful, 
non-violent, in compli- 
ance with China's consti- 
tution and a basic human 
right stipulated by the 
United Nations Charter on 
Human Rights”. 

Police have refused to 
shed light on Wang’s case. 
The Washington-based 
Free China Movement 
said in a statement it was 
“greatly offended by the 
Chinese Communist 
Parry’s recent decision ro 
indict Mr. Wang Youcai”. 

Hangzhou police 

informed Wang’s wife, Hu 
Jiangxia, by telephone 
Saturday that the pro- 
democracy campaigner 
was formally arrested the 
previous day on charges 
of incitement to overthrow 
the government the wife 
has said. 

If charged and convict- 
ed, Wang could be sen- 
tenced to life in prison, 
according to Chinese, 
laws. 

The Free China 


Movement said Wang’s 
treatment amounted to 
political persecution and 
proved Beijing’s promise 
to Clinton to improve 
human rights and deepen 
reforms were “a complete 
lie”. 

During his visit, Clinton 
argued for human rights 
and greater freedom in 
China, raising hopes that 
the world’s most populous 
nation could become more 
open. 

After trying and failing 
to register the party, the 
Hangzhou dissidents had 
dropped their plan before 
Clinton left China, saying 
the challenge to 
Communist Party 

supremacy was too risky. 

Washington has urged 
Beijing to release the 
Hangtbou dissidents, but 
China has objected to U.S. 
concerns as interference 
in its internal affairs, say- 
ing most of the dissidents 
were criminals. 

Wang was paroled in 


1991 after serving two 
’ years in prison for his role 
in student-led pro-democ- 
racy demonstrations 

around Beijing's 

Tiananmen Square which 
were brutally crushed by 
the array on June 4, 1989, 
with severe loss of life. 

Wang, a physics gradu- 
ate student at prestigious 
Peking University in 
1989. had been sentenced 
to three years in prison. 
He was on the govern- 
ment’s list of 21 most 
wanted student leaders. 

Fellow dissidents had 
applied to police to march 
through Hangzhou's 
streets on Aug. 12 to call 
for Wang's immediate 
release. Police were 
expected to reject their 
application. 

A group of 23 dissidents 
have written an open letter 
to President Jiang saying 
they were willing to 
accompany Wang and go 
to jail if he were convict- 
ed. 


Indian PM pledges to breathe life 
back into nuclear power industry 


BOMBAY, India (AFP) 
— Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee vowed 
Monday to resuscitate 
India’s stalled nuclear 
power programme, but 
called on scientists to 
help keep power plant 
costs down. 

“The main challenge 
today in India with 
regards nuclear science 
lies in the energy sector,” 
Vajpayee told scientists 
at the Baba Atomic 
Research Centre in 
Bombay. 

“We need to not only 
vastly increase the gen- 
eration of power, but 
must also lower the cost 


of production," he said. 

India has seven nuclear 
power stations, most 
using pressurised heavy 
water reactors or fast 
breeder reactors that pro- 
duce a mere 2.5 per cent 
of the- country’s energy 
needs. 

“The cost of generating 
one additional unit of 
nuclear power is very 
low. but the overall cost 
of nuclear power plants 
must fall," Vajpayee said. 

“That is a challenge 
before all of you.” 

The prime minister 
admitted the difficulties 
facing the country’s 
nuclear power sector 


stemmed mainly from 
chronic underfunding 
rather than technological 
shortfalls. 

“I am aware of this 
problem and T promise 
you that the long-stalled 
nuclear power pro- 
gramme will be restart- 
ed,” he said. 

India’s major cities suf- 
fer daily power cuts as 
demand far exceeds sup- 


In June .Russia signed 
an agreement to build 
two light w'ater nuclear 
reactors in southern 
India. New Delhi said 
the nuclear power project 
would be covered by 


International Atomic 
Energy Agency safe- 
guards. 

'Nuclear power co- 
operation between India 
and France, which relies 
on nuclear energy to 
meet three-quarters of its 
needs, was also dis- 
cussed when President 
Jacques Chirac visited 
the country in January. 

Critics have slammed 
India’s nuclear power 
programme for being 
shrouded in secrecy, with 
a lack of public scrutiny 
and accountability 
resulting in wrongly low 
safety standards. 
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Sharing responsibility 


ALTHOUGH SUNDAY’S resignation of the 
minister of water contained no acceptance of 
responsibility for the ongoing water crisis, it 
stands as a testimony to what can be achieved in 
a democracy when public action is taken. A 
major lesson of this still-unresolved situation is 
that the public intent should not be to topple a 
government or its individual principals, but to 
demand that these public servants be account- 
able for ttheir actions and inactions. 

The public outcry, the calls for explanations 
from Parliament, the mobilisation of trade asso- 
ciations and, of course, the reports and com- 
mentaries of the press all contribute to a pursuit 
of the truth. That has and should continue to be 
the aim of civil society'. With this experience 
having demonstrated that chic mobilisation can 
and does work, perhaps the fossilised armchair 
critics who whine and complain and do little 
else will at least sit up and take notice. 
Accountability is not only applicable to public 
officials: the citizenry must also share the 
responsibility for the progress and welfare of 
the nation. 

Thus it must be realised that the resignation of 
the water minister is not the end of the crisis. 
Water quantity and quality continue to be lack- 
ing. Therefore a national effort by all the con- 
cerned parties including the public should be 
exerted to conserve water. The official media, 
should quickly produce public service messages 
encouraging the frugal consumption of water, 
with as many tips on how to do that in all sec- 
tors of society. 

In addition, the fact that we squander 75 per 
cent of our water resources on agriculture 
which only contributes 7 per cent to the GDP 
and employs 7 per cent of the work force should 
be reconsidered. We should be asking ourselves 
if the returns from agriculture are worth the 
750 million cubic metres of water that flow into 
a poor and thirsty soil. 

We should ask if it is fair to charge domestic 
users almost a dinar for a cubic metre of water 
while farmers only pay 15 fils per metre. We 
also need to examine the fact that certain and 
few individuals among us are allowed to pump 
thousands of cubic metres of water every year 
and either use it to grow watermelons and prof- 
it from their sale or sell it at JD 030 per metre. 

We need to answer the question: Is it right 
that a handful of influential people own wells 
around Amman and sell water for thousands of 
dinars a year? 

The current water crisis should prod us to 
enter into a new phase or assessment and a 
quest for proper and adequate answers. 


; ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES ; 


A1 Ra’i’s Fakhri Kawar discussed ihc water contam- 
ination crisis and how people from ail walk 1 * of life are 
■•locking up on spring and mineral water, virtually wip- 
ing out retail stock:*. The writer said scenes of people 
queuing to buy the filtered water was pathetic and sad 
especially that people often have to wait on line*, for 
hours to get one or two jerry cans of water. He 
described the situation as doomsday. Kawar criticised 
those sell me filtered water for profiteering from the 
water crisis. The writer called on the government to 
impound privately run wells and force truck drivers to 
abide bv regulations. 


Al Oli5tOUr‘S Jihad Monwiam discussed the current 
political crisis hitting the country due to what he termed 
was the poor performance of the government. The 
water contamination crisis causing a nation wide scare 
was the straw that broke the camel’s back, said 
Mommani. He said regardless of what the Constitution 
stipulates on government resignations, the resignation 
of the government can be accepted even if His Majesty 
King Hussein is abroad. He said the King has the final 
say on changing the government at any time or any 
place. Mommani said ones the King approves a gov- 
ernment's resignation. HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, can order the formation of the new government. 
The Constitution, he said, does not include articles 
against such measures. Mommani said governments in 
Jordan are appointed by the King, they are not elected, 
hence, governments do not resign willingly, the resig- 
nation is forced upon them. 


View from the Fourth Circle 


Rami G.Khouri 



Europe: Always enjoyable and instructive 


PARIS — Travelling in Europe is always an enjoyable 
experience on the personal level, but it is also perpetual- 
ly instructive on the political level. 

Geographically located between the United States and 
the Middle East, Europe is also firmly in command of 
that social and political middle ground between the 
ancient, tribal- and religious-based societies of the 
Middle East and the post-modern, hyper-commercial 
individualism of the United Slates. Centuries ago, the 
movement of people, values, knowledge, and ideas from 
the Arab-Islamic Middle East sparked half a millennium 
of progress in Europe: that ultimately led to the impres- 
sive European societies of today, based on a firm foun- 
dation of science, the rule of law, a sensible balance 
between spirituality and secularism, much personal hard 
work and creativity, and above all. a sense of civility in 
urban life. Today, viewed from the vantage point of a 
prosperous and increasingly united Europe, the prob- 
lems of the Middle East — especially the Arab World — 
appear rather provincial and primitive. The comparison 
is unfair as a straightforward juxtaposition of all that is 
good or bad. easy or complex, in both societies. But it is 
useful to learn from the modern European experience, 
not necessarily in order to copy it. but rather to identify 
in Europe those universal human and civilisationa! prin- 
ciples that could profitably be promoted in the Mideast 
in order to address our problems and challenges much 
as Europe built on Mideastem experiences and princi- 
ples to spark its own revolutionary burst towards the 
ages of science, democracy and, ultimately, common 
political and social civility earlier this millennium. 


But. Europe went through hundreds of years of wars 
and savagery, and tens of millions of deaths, to reach the 
point today where it is a model of coherent and sustain- 
able progress in the affairs of human beings. Perhaps the 
violence and turbulence that define much of the Arab 
World and the non- Arab Middle East are an inevitable 
historical passage that we must experience, as Europe 
did — and still docs in places like Kosovo — before wc 
can make that transition from provincialism to cos- 
mopolitanism. and from narrow nationalism to more 
merciful and less violent forms of national or communal 
configuration. 

When I travelled earlier this week by train from 
Amsterdam to Brussels to Paris. I was struck, as always, 
by the fact that nobody asked me for my passport. 
Nationality, it seems, is less important in Europe than it 
was decades or centuries ago. The reason. T suspect, is 
prosperity, which is obvious throughout the continent. 
But to what is the prosperity due? Certainly, past colo- 
nial plunder played a role at one point, as does the con- 
tinuing good fortune of an ecological base with plenty of 
water, arable land and energy. 

Europe's current propensity to prosper and enjoy sta- 
bility. however, rests on a more profound foundation of 
human and political values that seem to me to be absent 
in both the Middle Easr and the United States, to vary- 
ing degrees. The most striking of these values is the bal- 
ance in configuration and exercise of power between the 
individual, the communal group to which lie or she 
belongs (family, tribe, religion, ethnic group) and the 
state. This balance was achieved at a heavy price, over 


muriY centuries, but it is striking today in both its effica- 
cy and universalism across the European continent. 

A second powerful asset for Europeans is the sensible 
balance they seem to have achieved among their multi- 
ple identities, in particular iheir local. .regional, national, 
and Euro-contincntal identities. Enjoying a sense of 
security due to their Eeneral prosperity anu guarantees 
of freedom, equality and the rule of law. most Europeans 
do not seem to need to wrap themselves in the protective 
cloaks of their narrow personal or territorial national 
identities. The slue that holds Lhis system together, and 
that has seen iF expand in recent decades to cover the 
entire continent, is a commitment to the equality of all 
people, combined with a serious attempt to ensure that 
equality through the rule ot law is accountable to the cit- 
izenry. _ , , 

The Middle East and the United States both espouse 
similar values, but have been less successful in imple- 
menting them in an equitable manner, mainly because 
they have not yet found those points of balance between 
power and identity at the individual, communal, nation- 
al or continental levels. 

U.S. material power, entertainment values, and brute 
political energy tend to prod most people in the Middle 
East to look "to the United States today as a model of 
political, economic and social development. That is a 
short sighted perspective, in my view. Europe is the 
place to which we should look for credible partners, sen- 
sible models and useful lessons in the business of 
nationhood, modernisation, and civility in urban civili- 
sation. 


Can’t have it both ways 


Bv Gershon Baskin 


WE ALL know' that in 1999 Arafat will 
declare the establishment of a Palestinian 
State. We all know that if the roles were 
reversed, we would do the same. 

We all know that since Oslo, the conclu- 
sion of the peace process has meant estab- 
lishing a Palestinian state next to Israel. We 
all know that in order to reach peace. Israel 
will have to withdraw from most of the ter- 
ritories. Just because for many Israelis it is 
difficult to "give back" these parts of the 
land doesn't mean that we can keep them. 
We can have the territories or we can have 
peace — we can’t have them both. 

We all know that deplorable incidents 
such as terrorist anacks are futile attempts 
to prevent peace from emerging. Cowards 
who murder innocent civilians must be 
condemned. Violence should not be 
allowed to dictate political decision mak- 
ing. Calls for ceasing or freezing the peace 
process in the wake of violence only works 
to encourage more violence. An unfortu- 
nate reality of this region is that the peace 
process must surge forward despite the 
existence of violence. We must fight terror 
and we must demand from the Palestinians 
to fight terror. Making real peace is the best 
ammunition possible for those waging war 
against the extremists. Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu has said that peace 
and terror cannot coexist, this is true, but he 
has to assure that in the end peace will 
exist and not terror The key tr> peace is 


only in making the necessary compromis- 
es. 

We ail know that we will also have to 
make compromises with regard to 
Jerusalem. Despite wishful thinking, noth- 
ing is going to make Silwan Israeli. There 
are two Jerusalems, one Israeli and one 
Palestinian. Not one single Palestinian 
would agree to give up his/her political 
rights over Palestinian Jerusalem. Wc can 
control all oF Jerusalem, or wc can have 
peace, we can’t have them both. 

We all know that we will have to share 
the water of the West Bank in a more equi- 
table way. Forty per cent of the villages 
there do not have water. These villages will 
eventually be hooked up. Every person liv- 
ing between the river and the sea has the 
same right to the same amount of water. 
We can either have control over all of the 
water or we can share it more equitably, we 
can't have it both ways. 

We ail know that poverty breeds discon- 
tent. extremism and fundamentalism. Wc 
all know that a gap in per capita income of 
SI 7,000 for Israelis and SI. 700 for 
Palestinians is a recipe for the continuation 
of conflict. It is against our interest to pre- 
vent Palestinian workers from working in 
Israel and preventing Palestinian goods 
from entering Israel. Palestinian poverty is 
bad for Israel. We can't close our eyes to 
their suffering and expect the Palestinian 
man or woman in the street to support 
peace. Wc can't afford to have a rich Israel 
and a poor Palestine, it simply can't work 


both ways. We all know that a good agree- 
ment produces two winners. It will do no 
good if Israel is so tough in negotiations 
that the other side feels resentment. A good 
agreement will restore Palestinian honour 
so that they will feel urged to defend the 
agreement against their opposition. We 
have the power to bring the Palestinians 
down to their knees, however, it won't 
bring peace. We can't have it both ways. 

Wc all know that peace will eventually 
come if wc will see the larger picture. 
Haggling over 13 per cent is irrelevant to 
the larger picture. If the Palestinians are 
willing to live at peace with us. then it is 
irrelevant if the PNC voles once again 
against the charier. We should simply 
accept that it was already done. Most 
Palestinians have never even read the char- 
ter. 

Real pcaee means opening up. meeting 
each other, talking to eaeh other, doing 
business with other, learning each other's 
language, visiting in each other's homes. 
The current “peace process" is far from 
having anything to do with making peace. 
The sides today relate to it more like seek- 
ing a divorce. As in many divorce disputes, 
the lawyers arc haggling over details while 
the members of the family are suffering. 
With so many promises of an "early resolu- 
tion." members of the family are weary 
with despair. Soon, members of the family 
will seek alternative means for speeding up 
the process. That means violence. While 
keeping the talks alive is important, if there 


The writer is ii director of the Jerusalem- 
hasctl Is rarl/Pti/esfinc Centre Jor Resetnvh 
and Information. He contributed this arti- 
cle to the Jordan Times. 


War Veteran’s star faces early eclipse 


A year ago, the leader 
of Zimbabwe’s libera- 
tion war veterans was 
riding high. There was 
talk of him taking a 
national political role. 
But he appears to have 
overplayed his hand 
and has made several 
enemies. 


Bv Tendai Madinah 


HARARE — The decline of the leader of 
Zimbabwe's liberation war veterans. Dr. 
Chcnjcra; Hunzvi. ha*, been as rapid as 
his rise. 

A year after he emerged from obscuri- 
ty and entered the political spotlight, hi*.* 
star is being eclipsed. His weakness 
appear* to be an inability to recognise 
his limitations. 

Hunzvi. 59. rose to prominence last 
August after organising veterans' demon- 
strations for compensation. The protests 
were fuelled by allegations that leading 
government and ruling-party officials 
had milked Z^IKl million from the War 
Victims' Compensation Fund. 

In a rare direct challenge to President 
Robert Mugabe, who has always been 
given widespread respect for his leader- 
ship role jtt the nationalist struggle 
against white minority rule, the ex-com- 
batants interrupted a speech he was giv- 
ing by beating drums and singing revolu- 
tionary songs. 

The challenge was totally unexpected 
because the war veterans* organisation is 
regarded ux a wing of the ruliDg 
Zimbabwe African National Union 
(Patriotic Front). 

In response, Mugabe agreed to make 
payments of ZS5G.000 each to at least 
4U.00Q ex-combatants and also promised 
them ZS2.000 tax-free monthly pensions. 

Some economists and political pundits 
sav the award will da mace Ihc economy. 


Nevertheless. Hunzvi emerged from the 
confrontation as a prominent figure — 
even regarded by some as a potential 
future presidential candidate. 

Bui instead of building on his newly 
acquired glory. Hunzvi has crossed 
swords with several important sectors of 
society. In June, he narrowly escaped a 
beating by scores of war collaborators, 
people who had supported the nationalist 
struggle without actually taking up arms. 

They were angered by remarks made by 
Hun/vi and former army commander 
General Solomon Mujuru. who allegedly 
told a ZANU fPF) gathering that the war 
collaborators were merely "small boys 
who never went to war or contributed 
significantly to it" and had lost direction. 
Hunzvi was forced to flee. 

The collaborators' association aigucs 
that the members' role in Ihc struggle has 
not been properly appreciated. 

War collaborators' national chairman 
Ranjinos Kawara said: “Wc feel that in 
rewarding only cx-conibatants. the gov- 
ernment was very selfish and unfair. The 
collaborators made it possible for the 
comrades to survive.” 

His organisation has been agitating 
against ZANU (FFi since the pans 
turned down its requests for otticial 
recognition and a financial token of 
appreciation for members’ role in the 
independence struggle. 

Kawara accused Hunzvi of being over- 
bearing. “He is forever attacking every- 
body." he said. “I am telling you now. he 
could trigger a civil war." Kawara threat- 
ened to tell his supporters to beat Huii/w 
whenever they saw him. 

Hunzvi denied campaigning against the 
collaborators. “Wc do not talk about the 
affairs of other organisations, except 
those involving war veterans." he com- 
mented. 

He has also run into criticism for say- 
ing on national television that war veter- 
ans would go back to the streets if the 
government failed to deliver on other 
demands, including calls lor land, free 
health care and education and financial 
help in establishing businesses. 

Besides this, he told journalists that 
members of his organisation should not 
be prosecuted or harassed as a result of 
the findings a commission ot inquiry 
into the administration of the War 


Victims' Compensation Fund. The com- 
mission. headed by Justice Godfrey 
Chidyatisiku. was set up last year follow- 
ing reports in the independent media of 
fund misappropriations. 

Hnn/.vi’s remarks were widely con- 
demned. even from within his associa- 
tion. 

Mike Aurel. national director ul the 
Catholic Commission for Justice and 
Peace in Zimbabwe, described it as 
"shocking" that a person in his position 
should undermine attempts to ensure the 
proper administration of the fund, partic- 
ularly when much of the evidence indi- 
cated that fraudulent applications had 
been made. 

“Dr. Hun/vi should he reminded that 
these. I ran Uti lent applications have 
caused genuine war victims to be seri- 
ously prejudiced by the suspension of 
disbursement of war Victims’ funds." said 
Aurel. 

An editorial comment in the respected 
newspaper, the Financial Ga/ettc. said: 
"Undoubtedly. Hun/vi lias done a lot to 
litt the well-being of his comrades, espe- 
cially his cl 1 1 Ids which saw him orches- 
trate violent protests by the war veterans 
to wring unprecedented concessions 
l rout a terrified government — conces- 
sions which have wreaked havoc on an 
already fragile economy. Hut he must not 
get carried away to behave as if he has 
become a law unto himself or that this 
country owes him or his members a Jiv- 
ing. No." 

Earlier this year. Hun/vi threatened to 
mobilise ex-guerrillas to attack and drive 
out the economically powerful white 
community f«»r colluding with the 
Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions 
iZCTUj in its disputes with the govern- 
ment. 

His remarks not only annoved the 
ZCTU, but also brought a police warning 
against making statements undermining 
the national economy. Such threats, 
noted a police spokesman, invited vio- 
lence. 


The writer is a contributor to Horizon 
tnaaaz.inr in Harare. 


Gemini AVir.v 


Letters 


‘Shifting blame’ 


To the editor: 


I f HAS become customary for offi- 
cials to blame the press whenever a 
problem caused by their own negli- 
gence is exposed. However, the 
trend of putting the blame on news- 
papers fur what is sometimes appar- 
ent mismanagement on the part of 
officialdom has gone out of hand: so 
much so that whenever a crisis hits 
home, the press is made out to be 
the culprit in “imagining" a prob- 
lem. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the 
government's somewhat shy and 
partial acknowledgement of the cur- 
rent water problem came only after 
the press exposed it. J would like to 
ask our “responsible" government 
how tlie press is j| fault in exposing 
Mich a grave problem? 

Moreover. I'm certain that many 
Jordanians, including lens uf credi- 
ble journalists in this country, 
would appreciate it if officials 
stopped under-estimating people's 
intelligence The average Jordanian 
can tell the difference between the 
credible and the not so credible 
press, let alone the difference 
between inurkv and clear, drinkable 
water. 


Natasha Bukhari 
Amman 
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is no real progress, then the talks them- 
selves serve a negative purpose. They end 
up proving to the opposition that talking is 
aimed at replacing peace rather titan at cre- 
ating it. 

NVe al! know that tough decisions will 
have to be made. The sooner these deci- 
sions are taken the better, it is better for 
Israel to be a partner in the creation of the 
Palestinian state than to take retaliatory 
measure against it once it is established. 
The Palestinian state will be recognised by- 
most of the world with full membership in 
the United Nations. We all know that there 
is nothing we can do to prevent it. We can 
either accept it and make peace with it. or 
we can fight it and bring violence to us all. 

In the end. peace will emerge. The ques- 
tion the politicians must answer is “How- 
many people will get killed or wounded 
and how much suffering will we have to 
endure before peace finally emerges?” The 
best way for the leaders of Israel to protect 
our interests i.s to make peace with, (he 
Palestinians. Wc all know dial this must 
happen. There is no tusk more important 
on the public agenda. This government can 
only continue to exist if it fulfills its 
promise to bring peace and security, it can't 
continue to exist and not fulfill its promise 
— it can't have it both wavs. 
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life of the superbugs 

are showing a previously unsuspected link with bacterial infection 


The secret 

Many nasty diseases of body and mind 

By Jerome Borne 



Bacteria have been implicated in conditions as varied as kidney stones, obsessive compulsive disorder, Tourette’s syndrome and hear disease (SPL) 


BACTERIA SEEM to have a limit- 
less capacity to surprise us. They are 
found living off boiling sulphur on 
the ocean bed and feeding off rocks 
deep within the Earth’s crast. Once 
we thought we could control them 
with antibiotics; then they fought 
back by developing resistance. Now 
it seems that they have been making 
us ill all the time in ways we were 
not even aware of. New findings sug- 
gest that conditions as different as 
kidney stones, obsessive compulsive 
disorder. Tourette’s syndrome, heart 
disease and arthritis may all be the 
result of hitherto unrecognised bacte- 
rial infections. 

Earlier this month a Finnish 
researcher — Olavi Kajander of 
Kupio University — caused a stir 
when he suggested that kidney stones 
could be caused by a type of tiny 
bacteria, found in the blood of 
humans and cows, which build a hard 
mineral shell round themselves for 
protection. The coats of these 
nanobacteria, so-called because they 
are only 0.1 micrometres long, are 
made out of a s imil ar sort of material 
to that found in kidney stones. This 
set Kajander wondering whether the 
two were connected. He examined 30 
kidney stones and found that they all 
contained the bacteria. “Not proof,” 
he admits, “but it's strong evidence.” 
Dr. Dennis Carson of the University 
of California, San Diego, has sug- 
gested that nanobacteria may also be 
implicated in other disorders, such as 
heart disease, some tumours, and 
dementia caused by excess calcium 
deposits in the brain. 

In fact, bacteria have been turning 
up as the unsuspected cause of 
chronic infections ever since 1982, 
when two young Australian physi- 
cians. Bany Marshall and Robin 
Warren, isolated bacteria from 
patients with ulcers or gastritis 
(stomach inflammation). They made 
the radical proposal thai a spiral- 
shaped bacterium, later named Heli- 
cobacter pylori, causes gastritis and 
possibly ulcers. At the time no one 
took them seriously; everyone 
“knew” that ulcers were caused by 
stress. 

It was a neat coincidence that the 
pylon-ulcer fink was made exactly 
100 years after Heinrich Koch dis- 
covered the link between bacteria 
and tuberculosis, dismissed at the 
time because everyone believed an 
excess of emotions caused tuberculo- 
sis. In fact, it was not until February 
1994 that the pylon-ulcer connection 
was officially recognised by the med- 
ical profession. 


Acceptance was so slow partly 
because ulcers fail to conform with 
our notion of an infectious disease. 
Infections, with some exceptions 
such 3S leprosy and tuberculosis, are 
acute. You have a swelling, inflam- 
mation, maybe pain, maybe a fever, 
you are ill for days or a few weeks at 
the most, and then you either die or 
recover. But it now seems that such 
chronic conditions as arthritis, hard- 
ening of the arteries and even cancer 
may be linked with bacteria'. 

Pylori, for instance, seems associ- 
ated with stomach cancer — having 
pylori increases the risk about six- 
fold — but there must be other fac- 
tors, since only 1 per cent of people 
with pylori get stomach cancer. 
About 50 per cent of patients with 
lymphoma, an uncommon form of 


stomach cancer, do seem to be cured 
when pylori is wiped out with antibi- 
otics. 

Findings like these prompted the 
International Conference on Emerg- 
ing Infectious Diseases, held in 
Atlanta by America's Centres for 
Disease Control, to devote a session 
to chronic diseases and bacteria ear- 
lier this year. One of the new villains 
of the occasion was- Chlamydia pneu- 
moniae. well known for causing 
pneumonia, which is now accused of 
being involved in some cases of 
arthritis and asthma, and. more seri- 
ously. heart disease. 

In ’the last few years this bug, once 
thought to live only in the nose and 
throat, has been found taking up res- 
idence in the fatty “plaques” that 
accumulate on the insides of blood 


vessel walls when the arteries fur up. 
Research by Dr. Sandeep Gupta, of 
St. George's hospital in London, 
found that patients with evidence of 
pneumoniae infection were as much 
as four times more likely to suffer 
further heart problems over an 1S- 
month period — a difference that 
vanished after the patients were 
given a three-day course of antibi- 
otics. 

.... The experts are still cautious about 
declaring that pneumoniae is helping 
to build the plaques, rather than just 
living in them, but the case for the 
prosecution is getting stronger. A 
recent experiment by Dr. Robert 
Molestina. at the University of 
Louisville in Kentucky, has shown 
that pneumoniae causes cells from 
the anery wall to produce molecules 


called chemokines. These are chemi- 
cal cries for help, and anract the 
defence team of the immune system, 
which produce inflammation — the 
way the body normally deals with 
infection. Researchers are now Dying 
to clarify why the inflammation does 
not clear up. as it does with most 
infections. 

In fact, inflammation is at the bot- 
tom of this new connection between 
bacteria and chronic diseases. The 
origins of a number of conditions 
that involve long-term inflammation, 
such as arthritis, Crohn’s disease (in 
the gut) and ulcers have always been 
mysterious, but now bacteria that 
cause food poisoning, such as salmo- 
nella and Campylobacter, are turning 
our to be likely culprits, at least in 
some cases. 


When it is the brain that gets 
inflamed, behaviour can be affected, 
which accounts for the even more 
surprising link between bacteria and 
psychiatric disorders such as autism 
and anorexia. The villain of this con- 
nection is streptococcus, another 
bacteria that normally gives you a 
sore throat. But in rare cases children 
produce antibodies against the infec- 
tion. which then destroy cells in an 
area of the brain known as the cau- 
date nucleus of the basal ganglia. 
From PET scans we know that this is 
a region of the brain that is hyperac- 
tive in people with obsessive com- 
pulsive disorder (OCD). The basal 
ganglia are involved in the control of 
movement and emotion. 

Dr. Susan Swedo, a neuroscientist 
at the American National Institute of 
Mental Health, has discovered that a 
significant proportion of OCD 
patients suffered from a severe 
“strep” infection in childhood. She 
has christened this link Pandas — 
paediatric autoimmune neuropsychi- 
atric disorders associated with strep- 
tococcus — and the panda has now 
become the mascot of the American 
OCD support groups. 

Now this oddly specific link 
between streptococcus and the cau- 
date nucleus has been suggested as a 
possible cause for Tourette's syn- 
drome, a condition that gives suffer- 
ers an overwhelming compulsion to 
repeat certain actions or phrases, 
often obscene ones. Earlier this 
month Dr. Harvey Singer, of the 
Johns Hopkins LIniversity School of 
Medicine in Baltimore, Maryland, 
wrote an article in the British Journal 
of Medicine pointing out that 
Tourette’s can first appear following 
strep infection, and it can get much 
worse if you already have it. She 
reported a study that found strepto- 
coccus antibodies in this area of the 
brain in a group of children with 
Tourette's, compared to none in the 
brains of a normal group. 

Singer is following in the steps of 
other American researchers who 
have also found evidence of these 
antibodies in the blood of patients 
with autism and with anorexia, both 
conditions involving strong elements 
of compulsion and obsession. No one 
is suggesting this is the only cause. 
But Dr. Mae Sokal, of the Menninger 
Clinic in Topeka, Kansas, has report- 
ed success in treating “elevated anti- 
body anorexics” as they are known, 
with a course of antibiotics has lead 
to dramatic improvement. 

It seems that bacteria still have 
plenty of surprises in store for us. 

— The Independent 


Press savours ‘last dance’ before final endorsement of law 


Jordan celebrates 46 years since 
King’s accession to the Throne 


('Continued from page 1) 

peace based on the 
exchange of land for 
peace and on the princi- 
ples of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions. 
Petra said. 

Referring to Jordan's 
support for the Palestini- 
ans, Petra said that Jor- 
dan has never ceased to 
offer support for the 
Palestinian people in 
their ongoing struggle 
for freedom and has been 
continually providing 
assistance to alleviate the 
Palestinian people’s suf- 
fering under occupation. 

Petra said that Jordan 
has followed moderate 
policies at the pan-Arab 


(Continued from page 1.) 

ensure payment of fines 
for violations of the law. 

During the NGC’s last 
session, deputies said 
the government had tried 
to reintroduce the issue 
of capital requirements, 
which many regard as an 
“administrative tool” 
that would allow the 
government to close 
aggravating newspapers. 

The plenary agreed to 
omit the bank guarantee 
but again boosted the 
capita) for weekly news- 
papers to JD 100,000. 

Ensour said yesterday 
that the government was 

not pleased by the ple- 
nty’s decision on the 


and international levels 
urging Arab countries to 
transcend their differ- 
ences and work in con- 
cert to protect the 
nation’s higher interest. 

In pursuit of efforts to 
anain the objectives of 
the Great Arab Revolt. 
King Hussein has made 
Jordan a haven for all 
Arabs seeking democra- 
cy. security and pan-Arab 
unity, said Petra. 

Today, the Monarch 
describes the struggle 
with cancer, his second 
encounter with the dis- 
ease which cost him a 
kidney in 1992, as his 
“new battle.” 

But the problem of 
securing peace in the 


capital, nor by its deci- 
sion to omit altogether 
the bank guarantee. 

“We set" the capital at 
that level because we 
believe that a good 
newspaper needs good 
financial backing to 
ensure strong manage- 
ment and proper facili- 
ties,” the minister said. 

Journalists yesterday 
said they were reserving 
their criticism of the leg- 
islation until they see its 
final form. 

However, they criti- 
cised the Lower House 
for not showing a greater 
interest in Sunday’s final 
debate. 

“We are not satisfied 
with the way the law was 


region which has trou- 
bled him since his 
enthronement on August 
11. 1952 is still far from 
over. 

In celebrating this 
anniversary. Petra added, 
the Jordanian people 
express allegiance to the 
Hashemite Throne and 
assert their loyalty to a 
king, who over the past 
four decades, managed to 
make Jordan a modern 
state aspiring for further 
progress and prosperity. 

On this occasion. King 
Hussein received cables 
from Arab and world 
leaders congratulating 
him on this dear occa- 
sion. He received cables 
from Sultan Qaboos of 


passed.” said Nabil 
Sherif, chief editor of Al 
Dustour newspaper. "We 
have no idea of the opin- 
ion of nearly half of the 
House, and are not com- 
fortable with the ‘revot- 
ing' that went on during 
the session.” . 

Thirty-eight Lower 
House deputies voted in 
favour of the law out of 
48 present, a scant 
majority of the 80-mem- 
ber Parliament. And 
after weeks of delibera- 
tion in the Lower 
House's National Guid- 
ance Committee, the ple- 
nary rendered its final 
reading of the 60-article 
draft in a mere three ses- 
sions. 


Oman. Lebanese Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi. The 
United Arab Emirates 
President Sheikh Zaved 
Ben Sultan AI Nahayan. 
Pakistani President 

Mohammad Rafiq Tarara, 
Palestinian President 

Yasser Arafat, Bahraini 
Crown Prince Hamad 
Ben Issa Al Khalifeh and 
Deputy President of the 
United Arab Emirates 
Sheikh Maktoum Ben 
Rashed AI Maktoum and 
other UAE officials. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salara Majali also sent a 
cable to King Hussein 
congratulating him on 
this occasion. 


Fourteen deputies, 
mostly opposition, 

stormed out of the final 
session after a vote on a 
controversial article — 
which now prohibits the 
publication of any news 
that may “bears a per- 
sonal insult to the heads 
of Arab, Islamic or 
friendly countries or to 
the heads of diplomatic 
missions or their mem- 
bers'' — was put to vote 
twice after one deputy 
called for a revote, a 
move not permissible 
according to House by- 
laws unless such a 
motion is supported by 
ten other deputies. 


(Continued from page 1> 

introduced a new press and 
publications draft law to Par- 
liament. presumably with the 
intention of routing any voices 
critical of its unpopular poli- 
cies. 

But many believe that the 
oppressive atmosphere, 
presided by the government of 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali. rather than stifling the 
press, has given it impetus to 
flourish as never before, 
sweeping Parliament and 
other civic institutions along 
with it. 

This summer, the press, 
along with several former 
information ministers and 
other civic leaders, launched a 
significant campaign ai the 
Lower House of Parliament, 
pressuring deputies for major 
amendments to the law. The 
National Guidance Commit- 
tee, which made the second 
reading of the draft conse- 
quently attempted a substan- 
tial retreat from the govern- 
ment’s proposal. While the 
content of the draft approved 
by the Lower House Sunday 
is far from ideal, says one 
political observer. most 
deputies “acted in the best of 
faith.” 

“The point from which they 
started was an extremely diffi- 
cult one." says one former 


(Continued from page 1) 

Agriculture investigating the 
crisis. 

However, the minister 
added that if the government 
had referred the issue to the 
judiciary, the public prosecu- 
tor would have requested 
officials and the media not to 
publish information on the 
case. 

“This would have prevent- 
ed citizens from receiving 
information, which is not the 


chief editor who requested 
anonymity. 

While resisting government 
forays into media affairs, the 
press also clashed a number of 
times with the government 
over other issues. In two 
encounters, it won. 

Earlier this year, when ihe 
government cried to gain con- 
trol of provident binds, the 
press fired a barrage of criti- 
cisms from professional asso- 
ciations, labour unions and 
banks. The condemnation was 
so severe that Parliament 
advised the government not to 
try to introduce such a law. 

Most recently, the press's 
outcry over the water scandal 
and consistent pressure on 
deputies resulted in a parlia- 
mentary investigation of the 
matter and public demands for 
the resignation of the govern- 
ment. It also drew the atten- 
tion of several civic institu- 
tions that lobbied parliament 
The media's persistence cul- 
minated in the resignation of 
the Minister of Water and Irri- 
gation M umber Haddadin on 
Sunday. 

•'We have for once, seen a 
whole -(democratic! process 
activated, and it is a process 
activated by the press,” said 
former minister of informa- 
tion Ibrahim Izzedine. “1 think 
that whoever is writing this 
press law. or whoever voted in 


objective,” he said. “The 
committee has the authority 
to refer people it finds 
responsible to court.” he 
added. “Anyone who has 
failed to deal with the water 
problem because of negli- 
gence will be punished.” 
Meanwhile, according to 
the Jordan News Agency 
(Petra), the ‘Water Authority 
announced on Monday that 
the ZWP restarted pumping 
supplies to Amman after 
technicians managed to deal 


favour of it in Parliament, has 
forgotten about all these ele- 
ments who have made their 
presence felt” 

Lessons from this summer's 
experience are many, says one 
political observer. 

“This experience will hope- 
fully show the opposition that, 
when it chose to boycott polit- 
ical life, it made the wrong 
derision,” he said, “And that 
political engagement is much 
more effective — but it 
requires that people activate 
their legal rights.” 

Nine opposition parties, 
including the Islamic Action 
Front, declared a boycott of 
Iasi November's parliamen- 
tary elections in protest of the 
government's amendments to 
the press and elections laws, 
which they believe were con- 
structed to limit their presence 
in Parliament They were 
joined by the country's 13 
professional associations and 
roughly 100 independent 
political personalities who 
said that “the political game is 
no longer useful." 

"The government too. 
should understand from all 
this that ft cannot continue to 
disregard the public's feelings 
or will." the analyst said 
“They believed that King 
Hussein and Crown Prince 
Hassan gave them carte 
blanche authority and ignored 


with the large amounts of 
algae and organic substance 
detected in the water. 

During the briefing, Ensour 
confirmed that the govern- 
ment will allow importing 
bottled water in order to 
meet market demand. 

Local water bottlers had 
complained that such a deci- 
sion would be devastating to 
their industry’- They argued 
that even though these com- 
panies are unable to meet 
market demand now. once 


o 

even their messages.” 

Journalists now fear that 
Parliament, upon endorsing 
the draft, also undermined its 
own authority by stripping the 
press of any effective power. 

“The press has supported 
Parliament [on all these 
issues], we bolstered their 
authority," said one retired 
editor. “In all these scandals, 
journalists have helped the 
Parliament exercise its author- 
ity to take action against pub- 
lic officials.” 

. But, says one senior editor, 
the press's newfound con- 
frontational style is only pre- 
tence as long as new, highly 
restrictive legislation looms. 

T think we feel that this 
government is in its final days, 
and we feel empowered by 
criticism of the government at 
the highest levels,” said Al 
Dustour Chief Editor Nabil 
Sherif. “We also know that 
■this is the ‘last dance' — that 
with a new press law, we 
won't be able to do it again. 

'“We are very proud that 
l during the water crisis] we 
served our nation, but we are 
disappointed that while we 
were fighting for the public 
interest, we were attacked by 
this law. For the moment, we 
have to continue doing our job 
while savouring event last 
minute.” 


the crisis is over, demand 
will become lower than their 
production capacity. 

“The peak season is almost 
at an end. A JD 15 million 
industry is about " to be 
destroyed for three weeks' 
worth of demand,” Ramzi 
Haditha, general manager of 
Ghadeer Water Bottling told 
the Jordan Times on Sunday. 
“Officials or investors should 
not base tbeir decisions on 
the circumstances of emer- 
gency situations.” 


Ensour defends House endorsement 
of draft Press and Publications Law 


Hourani takes over water portfolio 
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Israeli finance minister warns 
cabinet on increased spending 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
Finance Minister Yaacov 
Neeman Monday urged the 
cabinet to resist ministerial 
pressure to increase spend- 
ing in next year's budget, 
warning that exceeding the 
targected budget deficit 
would undermine confi- 
dence in the economy. 

“Our failure to meet this 
target would have serious 
consequences for confi- 
dence in our economic poli- 
cy. and as a direct result on 
the cost of borrowing and 
the attractiveness of the 
Israeli economy to foreign 
investors.” Neeman was 
quoted as saying in a Trea- 
sury statement. 

He spoke as Israel's cabi- 
net began two days of delib- 
erations on the 1999 budget, 
amid calls by ministers for a 
further easing of fiscal poli- 
cy. 

Neeman said the budget 
aimed to stem rising unem- 
ployment and — in a 
chance of thrust from the 


previous two years — to 
preserve a sharp drop in 
inflation. He urged minis- 
ters to adopt the budget 
wjjhout changes. 

“There are two principles 
in the 1999 budget frame- 
work. First and foremost the 
desire to put a brake on ris- 
ing unemployment in 
1999...and secondly the 
need to keep to a consistent 
government policy by hold- 
ing to the deficit reduction 
law,” he indicated 

Although the budget has 
the backing of Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu, 
other ministers expressed 
displeasure with the spend- 
ing package. 

Industry and Trade Minis- 
ter Natan Sharansky said in 
a statement Sunday thar the 
government should raise its 
1999 inflation target to 4-6 
per cent. Transport Minister 
Shaul Yahalom called for 
increasing the budget deficit 
to three per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP). 


Neeman unveiled a bud- 
get plan Thursday he said 
would spur growth, create 
jobs and restrain inflation. 

He said the treasury 
would keep to its tarcerted 
deficit of 2.0 per cent next 
year, down from this year's 
projected 2.4 per cent, by 
offsetting an increase in the 
domestic deficit with a pro- 
jected foreign budget sur- 
plus. 

Neeman also announced 
that the treasury would Tar- 
get inflation for 1999 at four 
per cent, down from this 
year’s seven to 10 per cent. 

Netanyahu's government 
has come under growing 
pressure to loosen fiscal 
policy as the economy’s 
slowdown enters its third 
year and joblessness gTows. 
In May the unemployment 
rate reached an estimated 
9.3 per cent, versus 6.5 per 
cent when Netanyahu took 
office in June 1996. 

The treasury is hoping to 
boost GDP growth next 


year to 2.5 per cent from a 
forecast 1.5 per cent this 
year. 

Hopes for improved 
growth were given a boost 
last Thursday when the 
Bank of Israel agreed to cut 
its key lending rate 1.5 per- 
centage point to 9.5 per 
cent. But analysrs said a rate 
cut would not spur growth 
without a growth-oriented 
budget. 

The treasury is warning 
that a wider deficit alone is 
insufricent to spur growth 
and the planned 2.5 per cent 
expansion cannot be 
ensured without changes in 
spending priorities. 

“Increasing the budget 
and costly resources for 
consumption and transfer 
payments, at the expense of 
spending on infrastructure 
and other contributors to 
growth, could undermine 
our growth forecast for the 
economy.” a treasuiy report 
said last week. 


Sinai to get 
natural gas 
pipeline 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt will 
build a natural gas pipeline to 
the Sinai to provide energy 
for new industrial complexes 
in the peninsula, Egyptian Oil 
Minister Hamdi A1 Banbi 
said 

The 232-kil ometre-long 
pipeline will be built at a cost 
of SI 64 million and finished 
in August 2000, the govern- 
mental newspaper A1 Ahram 
quoted Mr. Banbi as saying. 

The pipeline will pass 
beneath the Suez Canal and 
link the Pott Said gas installa- 
tion 220 kilometres northeast 
of Cairo to the city of Sheikh 
Zeweid in the northern Sinai, 
where a gas storage facility 
will be builL 

“The project will provide 
the necessary fuel for the new 
industrial complexes in the 
Sinai,” Mr. Banbi said. 

An agreement was signed 
for the project which will be 
carried out by the Italian 
company Eni and Egyptian 
state firm Petrojet, the paper 
said. 


Iranian leader supports Khatami’s ambitious reform plan 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s supreme 
leader Ayatollah Aii Khamenei has 
given his full backing to sweeping 
reforms announced by moderate 
President Mohammad Khatami to 
tackle the country's ailing econo- 
my. 

In a letter to the president. Ayatol- 
lah Khamenei said the policies are 
“entirely correct and I approve 
them.” 

The Iranian leader also called on 
other institutions of the regime to 
help the government in its efforts to 
rescue the economy. 

“It is everyone’s duty to help the 
government in this respect. I wish 
you success in efforts to reform the 
economy and remove certain prob- 
lems." he said. 

In a televised address to the 
nation. Khatami pledged to aim for 
a fundamental revamp of Iran's 
economy as he unveiled policies to 
attract foreign investment, intro- 
duce bureaucratic reform and fight 
unemployment and inflation. 

Khatami warned that the Iranian 
economy was "chronically ill ... and 


it will continue to be so unless 
there's fundamental restructuring." 

He spoke of plans to fight red 
tape, limit the government's role in 
the economy, strengthen the private 
sector and take a string of other 
measures to encourage investment 
and increase productivity. 

But many experts voiced doubt 
that Khatami would have enough 
room for manoeuvre — both eco- 
nomically and politically — for a 
rapid implementation of his pro- 
gramme. 

"With limited and declining rev- 
enues. it will be difficult (for the 
government) to predict their yield." 
said a carpet merchant and exporter. 

The country's economic crisis has 
been exacerbated by a sharp drop in 
oil prices on world markets. This 
year. Iran is expected to face a rev- 
enue shortfall of S6 billion, or 
around a third of the budget. 

Iran's central bank deputy gover- 
nor. Mohammad-Jafar Mojarad. 
has said that his country could only 
count on S9 billion in foreign 
receipts as opposed to S16 billion 


last year. 

Khatami has promised to try to 
boost non-oil exports to ease 
reliance on crude revenues, which 
make up nearly 85 per cent of the 
country's hard currency earnings. 

Other expens expressed concern 
that the president's announcement 
of his economic plan, already com- 
ing late, may have been too general 
and vague. 

“This was a general outline of 
some economic policies. It may 
sound good in theory, but it is defi- 
nitely difficult to pul it into practice 
in our present situation.” said the 
director of a small import-export 
company. 

The country faces a foreign debt 
of around $13 billion and each year 
it has to pay a big chunk of it along 
with interest. 

Khatami also faces difficulties in 
introducing the necessary political 
reform to ensure the success of his 
economic policies. 

He said he hoped to attract for- 
eign investment, notably capital 
owned by Iranian expatriates. 


But to change the presently dis- 
couraging investment laws, the 
president will have to secure the 
support of his conservative oppo- 
nents in parliament. 

His success will also depend 
much on the future state of relations 
with the United States and its West- 
ern allies, and whether or not Wash- 
ington eases sanctions against Iran. 

Khatami has already succeeded in 
improving relations to some degree 
with the European Union and 
encouraged the U.S. government to 
take steps to mend ties. 

But he continues to face opposi- 
tion at home from traditional forces 
seeking to ensure Khatami does not 
change the basic values of the 1979 
Islamic revolution. 

Realising his limitations, the pres- 
ident pleaded with the nation to 
bear with him and not expect a 
speedy economic recovery. 

“My government is bearing lots 
of pressure for your sake. Our 
greatest asset is our people's 
patience. Let’s hope the future will 
be better." he said. 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 11/07/9817:42 


Currency 


US Dollar 
DE Mark 
GS Starling 
CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
rrura 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


USD 


0.6623 

1.6320 

0.6694 

0.0008 

0.6595 

0.0006 

0.4987 

0.1677 


DEM 


1.7785 


2.9019 

118.97 

1.2142 

1.2918 

1.0134 

88.65 

0.2982 


Currency 


US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
Saudi Rlyal 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
Lebanese/1000 
Egyptian 


USD 


1,4104 

0.2666 

2.85 

0.2747 

3-2565 

0.2723 

0.66 

0-2925 


JOD 


0.7090 


0.1890 

1.8807 

0.1948 

2.3088 

0.1930 

0.4672 

0.2074 


Otis 

Last 

ravlou: 

Brant 

0.00 

0.00 

W.Twai 

13.74 

13A1 

Bonny 

0.00 

0.00 

Dubai 

12415 

12.37- 

UL Gas 

135.00 

135.00 


GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

CAD 

ITL 

NLG 

FRF 

0.6127 

1.4938 

146 A3 

1.5163 

1754JJC 

2.00S3 

53640 

0.3443 

0.6400 

82.31 

0.8523 

986JJ4 

1.1277 

3.3536 


2-4370 

238.94 

2A746 

2862.32 

3J718 

9.7309 

0.4098 

_ 

97.98 

1.0159 

1176.71 

134.17 

3-9904 

0.4181 

1.0196 

. 

1.0352 

11J8 

136.91 

4.0705 

0.4225 

1.0566 

1.04 

- 

1270^0 

1.4651 

4.3265 

0J489 

0.0851 

1199.47 

0-8640 

- 

11.43 

3J977 

0.3052 

74.45 

7236 

0.7657 

874.55 

- 

2.9715 

0.1027 

25.0377 

24.53 

0^542 

33^2 

33.6200 

- 

Middle Eastern Currencies 



SAR 

BAH 

OAT 

KUW 

AED 

LBP 

EGP 

3.7506 

0J770 

3.6402 

0.3071 

3.6728 

1517.50 

34185 

5.2900 

0.5317 

5.1343 

0.4331 

5.1803 

2140^4 

44216 


0.1006 

0.97 

0.0819 

0.98 

404.60 

0.9115 

9.9491 

. 

9.66 

0.8146 

9.74 

402541 

9.0681 

1.0303 

1.0303 

- 

0.0844 

1.01 

416.87 

0.9391 

12^138 

1JQ76 

11.85 

- 

11.96 

4941.71 

0.9391 

1.0212 

0.1028 

0^911 

0.0836 

- 

413.17 

0.9308 

2^718 

0.2484 

2.3988 

0J024 

2.4203 

- 

24527 

1.0971 

0.1703 

1.0649 

0.0898 

1.0744 

443.91 

- 

Mid-East Currencies 



Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

SARiyal 

0Jt6fi6 

04743 

0.1B337 

0.39834 

39.0518 

AE Dirham 

Q.Z723 

0.48438 

0.16683 

040677 

39.8804 

KW Dinar 

3-2565 

5.79374 

1A9521 

4.86618 

476472 

BH Dinar 

0.3770 

4.71921 

1.62549 

3.96354 

388.5 

CY Pound 

1.908 

0.3904 

1.1675 

2.8476 

279.14 


Metal Prices 


Metal 

Bid 

Offer 

Gold (oz's) 

285.5 

286 

Sliver (ox's) 

6.29 

6.32 

Platinum (ox's) 

375.5 

377.5 

AL (3 Months) 

1325 

1328 

CU (3 Months) 

1629 

1632 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1060 

1063 

Lead (3 Months] 

6S0 

663 

NI (3 Months) 

4160 

4160 


Libor Fixing 


Period 

-1 - 
Month 

-3- 

Months 

-6- 

Months 

-1 - 
Year 

Cncy 

USD 

5.6484 

5.6875 

5.7188 

6.7539 

GBP 

7.6680 

7.6953 

7.6875 

7.6875 

JPY 

0.5742 

0.6523 

0.6523 

0.6602 

DEM 

34688 

3.5273 

3.6250 

3.8125 

FRF 

3.5000 

14125 

1.9570 

2.0664 

CHF 

1.6641 

3.5625 

3.6563 

3.8320 

ITL 

5.0200 

4.8730 

4.6110 

- 


Bourse 

Index 

Value 

Chnq 

% Chng 

, H.jfllL 

LOW 

PrCis 

New York 

DOW JONES 

85614 

-36.82 

-0.43 

8597.25 

8553.74 

8598.02 

Newyork 

S&P 500 

1085.09 

•4.36 

-0.4 

1089.48 

1082.69 

108945 

London 

FT-SE 100 

5585.9 

-94.5 

-1.66 

5674.4 

5579.1 

56804 

Tokyo 

NIKKIE 225 

1562642 

-202.75 

-1.28 

15800.4 

15595.7 

15829.2 

Paris 

CAC40 

3950.65 

-9143 

-246 

4015.1 

394Z0B 

4041.88 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

5476.25 

-10447 

-1.88 

5607.75 

5476.25 

558142 


Energy 



* JOD Cross Rates 


Commodity 

Last 

Delivery 


Currency 

Buy 

Sell 

Coffee (c/lbs) 

128.5 

Spot 


US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

Cocoa (Stton) 

1886 

Spot 


GB Startling 

1.152 

1.1578 

Sugar (Jfton) 

2664 

Spot 


DE Mark 

0.3973 

0.39B3 

Wheat (S/ton) 

97 

Spot 


CH Franc 

04729 

0.4753 

Soya (c/lbs) 

234 

Spot 


FR Franc 

0.1185 

0.1191 

Tea (stg/kg) 

125 

Spot 


JP Yen . 

0.4827 

04851 

Barley (S/bsh) 

0 

Spot 


NL Guilder 

0.3523 

0.3541 

Rice (S/ton) 

415 

Spot 


IT Lira 

04027 

0.4047 


a Source: Central Bank of Jordan 
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i!Mi C. Black . TribuneMedi 


IMF worried over U.S. protectionism, decline in development aid 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
International Monetary 
Fund i IMF) directors have 
urged U.S. authorities to 
resist protectionist pressures 
and voiced concern over the 
decline in U.S. development 
assistance. 

The directors, whose 
views of the U.S. economy 
expressed during a recent 


meeting were summarised in 
an IMF staremenr. found 
that U.S. monetary policy 
was appropriate for the 
moment. 

But they warned that “a 
tightening might be needed 
in the period ahead to safe- 
guard hard -won gains 
against inflation." 

Citing the slowdown in 


Asia and the negative impact 
it has had on the U.S. trade 
deficit the DIF called on 
authorities here “to strong!* 
resist any protectionist pres- 
sures that could arise as a 
result” and reminded them 
that unilateral trade sanc- 
tions could be “counrerpni- 
ducrive.” 

In addition, the fund's 


board of directors 
“expressed concern about 
the decline in U.S. official 
development assistance as a 
ratio of gros' domestic prod- 
uct.” 

They called on the United 
States to increase its com- 
mitments. notably js such an 
initiative could help reverse 
what has been a worldwide 


trend toward declining offi- 
cial development aid. 

The summary’ noted that 
the overall health of the U.S. 
economy had been enhanced 
by lower import prices, 
reflecting cheaper Asian 
goods, but said its “remark- 
able performance ... owed 
fundamentally more to the 
authorities’ skillful econom- 


ic management.” 

Directors nonetheless cau- 
tioned that as labour markets 
were likely to remain tight 
and as some of the influ- 
ences that have so fur 
restrained growth would 
diminish, the Clinton admin- 
istration could not relax its 
guard against inflation. 

But it added that given 


Asian-induced constraints 
on growth and the sound 
budgetary policies of recent 
years, “the balance of risks 
suggested that the current 
stance of monetary policy 
was appropriate for the time 
being." 

The directors, finally, 
agreed that the appreciating 
U.S. dollar hud helped trou- 


bled Asian economies that 
are trying to boost exports as 
a means of sparking a recov- 
ery. 

They said the dollar would 
eventually depreciate as 
Asia recovered but predicted 
that the reversal w'ould be 
orderly given the soundness 
of U.S. macroeconomic 
policies. 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 
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ACROSS 
1 Utter 
6 Persian Gulf 
country 
10 Needless 
activity 

14 Motel 

15 Zero 

16 Once more 

17 Green-card 
holder 

18 Adorable 

19 Stow cargo 

20 Second step 1 * 

22 Ore. cf Pepper 
and Webb 

23 Otherwise 

24 Hang arcund 
26 Word with 

Creek or 

cruiser 

30 Shore bird 

31 Pm box 
22 Ticklish’ 

muppel 
35 Pooped out 
29 Shadings 

41 Feedbag 
morsel 

42 Cacophony 
42 Sudden 

outpouring 
44 Experience 
emotion 

46 Stow off steam 

47 Warm up 
49 Incidents 

5i Most secure 
54 US-bcrter lake 

56 Lcng [Oumey 

57 Fourth step? 

63 Bndie strap 

64 Evangelist 
Roberts 

65 The present 

66 Domini 

67 Coiled ore 
56 Kukla's fnend 

69 Light-bulb 
power unit 

70 Right on maps 

71 Orchestra 
section 



Peanuts 


A GOOD MANAGER 
KNOWS MOW TO 
COMMUNICATE WiTH 
HIS PLAYERS.. 




By Diane C. Baldwin 
Columbia, MD 


DOWN 

1 Dross 

2 Magnet end 

3 Blue-pencil 

4 *A Death In the 
Family" author 


5 Canine condo 

6 Machu Picchu 
builders 

T Apply fctusher 

8 Starter chips 

9 Use piercing 
wit’ 

10 First Step? 

11 Not likely 

12 Marsh grass 

13 Utter oaths 
21 Memment 

25 Algerian port 

26 Wagers 

27 Resting on 
26 Word with fish 

ermeit 

29 Third step? 

30 Lug 

33 Hay storage 
place 

34 Worldly West 

36 Claim on 
income 

37 Say H _ so! 

38 Seines 
40 Discerns 

45 ‘Star Wars* 
princess 

46 In 
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Andy Capp 



Q'MTnnMgiSnaiit 

leyawni] 


50 Array in one 
dimension 

51 Bam bedding 

52 Forum 

53 Move designed 
to deceive 

54 Dame Edith 

55 Fill an empty 
Rat 


58 Opera sdo 

59 Empty 
space 

60 Run without 
moving 

61 back 

(relaxed) 

62 Indigo. «Cad. 
and anil 


Mutt’n’Jeff 
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Unscramble thoso tour J-jmUos. 
one letter to each square, to 
tour ordinary words 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mtka Aipirfon 


LEETA 

L 

L4 

OI»8 Iritis- U4.1B 5 

n 

□ 


, * 


VAHNE 



l_L 

□ 

C 

D 


ENOMAY 


CUSEN 

IS 

1 t. 

^-4 

□ 

be 


n 
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Now arrange the circled toftors 1° 
term iho su “prise answer. *s W 
g«r«t by the above cartoon. 
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Print answer horo: a 


’riwiutday's 


Jumbtes - 

Answer: 



P'FTV juicy SUBURB RiTUA'- 
is there a difference between a wild horse 
4«d a tame one? — JUST A BIT 


.X.N 
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U.S. and Jordan 
sign $54.3 million 
grant agreements 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan and the 
U.S. Monday signed two 
agreement under which the 
Kingdom will receive $543 
million in grant as part of 
Washington's annual assis- 
tance to the country. 

The first agreement autho- 
rises a $50 rnUlion grant from 
the U.S. to repay part of the 
Kingdom’s foreign debt bur- 
den, while frte remaining $43 
millio n wifi be used to sup- 
port job-creating, projects, 

■ ~--K U-ST^embassy- statement 
. indieated.that among the pro- 
jects^ that the second grant will 
finance are a - micro finance 
programme, a business asso- 
ciation support programme 
and a policy reform imple- 
menting programme. 

“The new funds will sup- 
port programmes that will 
provide both public and pri- 
vate institutions with the tech- 
nical assistance and tr ainin g 
needs to ensure Jordan can 
participate efficiently within 
the global economy,” the one- 
page embassy statement said. 

These projects are aimed at 
enabling the small and medi- 
um size enterprises to 
improve their marketing and 
management capabilities, as 
well as facilitating their 
access to new technologies. 

The agreements bring total 
U.S. government bilateral 
contribution to projects aimed 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY. AUGUST 11,1998 


; ByJJnda C Black, Ttibune MeMa Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Pluto is in Sagittarius, 
which, for you, means there could be surprises associated 
with travel You’re lucky in that regard, and you're even 
luckier if tins deals with a country or person from another 
country you’ve known for a long-time. Going back will be 
more successful than going forward. '• " J - 
TAXJRUSf (April KTfo May 20) You might be feeling pres- 
sure' because something’s leaning on yon. It’s your sub- 
conscious. your dreams. It might even be somebody you 
know' demanding you do what they want without stalling. 
Things like that tend to make you even more resistant, but 
this time you may as well comply. You'll save yourself a lot 
of trouble. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You’ve had an interesting 
couple of days and now you'll get time to relax. Meet with 
friends and let them know what’s been going on lately. 
Review what you’ve done recently and decide wbai 
worked and what didn't work- Then, put in the correction, 
because the action is going to pick up again soon. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) An authority figure is 
watching your every move. This might be irritating, but 
keep your temper under control: Even though this person is 
making outrageous demands, it’s not a good time to flare 
up. Instead, see if you can meet the challenge. That will 
help you gain respect, admiration and possibly an increase 
-in your allowance. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) The moon is in Aries, which 
always encoarages you to : try something new. It’s a bold, 
outgoing sign, and a good one for you to hang around with. 
Aries will always try to talk you into doing something out- 
rageous. You may not think of yourself as cautious, but 
next to your Aries friend you are for sure. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You don't have to 
do everything by yourself. Somebody would like to help 
you, and you could accept that offer. It won’t be expensive; 
tbs other person wants to repay an old favour. You’ve 
knocked yourself out to serve others in the past Now, let 
somebody serve you. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22.) Looks like your 
urate and your friends have lots of good ideas. They’re fig- 
uring out everything down to the tiniest detail. All you have 
. to do is go along for the ride. Sometimes you want to cake 
a more active part in the p lannin g, but this time it's not nec- 
essary. Might as well relax and enjoy it 
SCORPIO: < October 23 to November 21) The work load 
is intense today. You better know how to do the job by now. 
If not, mimic the person who’s gening the highest pay. You 
could be that person soon. Figure out what needs to be done 
before anybody asks, and produce more results than any- 
body anticipated There’s a lot to be gained by putting in 
lira effort 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Conditions in effect are excellent for romance and travel. 
They’re not very good for paying attention to the job or for 
taking care of practical matters. Consequently, you should 
schedule that sort of thing for later in the week. Right now, 
try to finagle a way to get outdoors. 

‘ CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You may get 
something you want for your home for free if you’re will- 
ing to take a circuitous route. Start by asking a person who 
has connections. You’re used to working hard for what you 
get; but this is more likely a trade. Let people know what 
you want and what you have to offer in retum. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You’ve always 
becn smart, but today you’re even smarter. A partner may 
want to think thing s over a little longer, but you’re ready to 
take action. You’ve figured out what needs to be done, and 
now you want to do it Impetuous activities can sometimes 
lead to accidents, but this time that’s not likely. Be bold 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) There’s lots of work 
today. The good news is that it means more money coming 
in, maybe a lot more. The work you’re going now is mak- 
ing a favourable impression on the powers that be. You 
think you’re doing this by yourself, but that’s not necessar- 
ily true. Otiler people are watttiling, and they like wbat they 
see. 

- Birthstone of August: Peridot — Golden Quartz 


TRC approves credit card charges on pay phones 


at increasing economic 
opportunities for Jordanians 
to $124.8 million out of an 
estimated $325 million over 
the life of this multi-year pro- 
gramme, the statement added 

The first agreement was 
signed by Hanning Minister 
Rina Khalaf and . the U.S. 
newly appointed ambassador, 
William Bums. 

The other accord was 
signed by the mimstiy’s 
Secretary General Nabil 
Amman and the director of 
the United States Agency for 
International-- Development 
-(USAID)rLewis-W; Lucke.- • 

In a press statement, JKhalaf 
described . the new grant as 
frhe most important grant 
given to Jordan by the U.S. in 
the current year.” 

“The grant is the last share 
of the economic assistance by 
the U.S. which will be chan- 
nelled to the Kingdom in the 
coming two days,” she said 

The U.S. ambassador said 
that signing the two agree- 
ments is an example of the 
“good relations between the 
two states and reflects our 
strong commitment towards 
Jordan.” 

Earlier this year, the U.S. 
administration agreed to pre- 
sent a $225 milli on grant as 
part of the annual assistance 
to the Kingdom, where $150 
milli on are economic assis- 
tance while the remaining $75 
million are located for mili- 
tary purposes. 


By Ahmed Naser and credit card providers 
Special to the Jordan Times will be finalised ‘‘very 

soon,” added Khouiy. 

AMMAN — Credit cards Similar to pay phone card 
will soon be good for mak- users, credit can! holders 
ing pay-phones calls, the will be able to make local, 
TRC announced Monday. national, international and 
Trans Jordan for cellular calls. 
Communication Services, Banks and credit card 
Alo, and other public pay companies contacted by the 
phone service providers Jordan Times reserved (tom- 
received approval to offer ment. 
credit card charging on pay In the initial phase, card 
phones, according to a holders will be able to call 
Telecommunication Regu- on Alo phones located- in 


latory Commission (TRC) 
statement. 

“Anyone who has a credit 


tourist areas', ' shopping 
zones, hotels and in most 
major towns across the 


card issued by a company Kingdom, according to 
that has an agreement with Khoury. 
us [Alo] can insert his or her Alo cannot offer the ser- 
credit card into our pho nes vice on all of its phones 
' arid rfta ke' calls,” said Fadi b ecauarail- are noLequipped 
Khouiy, Alo marketing and to support credit card charg-" 
business developmenr man- ing, said Khoury, adding 
ager. that the firm was working 

Agreements between Alo towards upgrading hard- 


TRC approves 
lower rates on JTC 
international circuit 


ware on all its phones. 

Alo’s competitor, Jordan 
Pay Phone Services 
Company (JPP), however 
has all of its phones 
equipped to handle the new 
service, said Karim Abu 
Khadra, account director at 
United Media Services 
(UMS), which handles 
JPP’s advertising and mar- 
keting. 

But, to dare, Alo has been 
more successful than its 

- competitor, as 1 pay phone 
cards for its 1,900 pay 

- - phones across Jordan are 

available. 

JPP’s cards have not been 
available in the market for 
the past few weeks. 

Abu Khadra declined to 
—eomment-pji. why the .cards_ 
are not 'available and 
wBetBeTbfnof JPP was also 
in negotiations with credit 
card providers. 


Meanwhile, the TRC 
board meeting also 
approved rates of another 
value added service, caller 
line identification (CLI), 
known as “caller I.D.,” to be 
offered by the Jordan 
Telecommunication Com- 
pany. 

Until recently, caller I.D. 
had only been available to 
subscribers of Jordan 
Mobile Telephone Services, 
Fastlink, at a rate of JD10 
per month. 

Fastlink recently started 
offering ah antidote service 
known as caller line identi- 
fication restriction (CLIR) 
at twice the price of CLI. 

CLIR withholds numbers 
from “caller I.D.” enabled 
phones^so as-not-to-harm its 
caller I.D. market share. 

JTC’s service, though 
costing a tench of Fastlink’s, 
still requires an initial pay- 


ment of JD 6 for setup and 
the purchase of a special 
piggy-back peripheral that 
is hooked into a regular 
phone. 

This machine is still not 
available on the market, and 
according to telecom offi- 
cials and market sources, 20 
companies have ‘submitted 
product samples that are 
awaiting TRC approval, as 
provided for by the 1995 
Telecommunication Law. 

Technicians told the 
Jordan Tunes that the TRC 
is testing these products to 
ensure that none have the 
capability to provide caller 
I.D. without having the ser- 
vice installed by JTC. 

The JTC caller I.D. rates 
_come_a _ mo nth aft er th e 
company’s director general. 
M amour) Balqar, .announced 
the introduction of CLI and 
seven other value added ser- 


vices, the tariffs of which 
are awaiting TRC approval. 

The state-owned telecom 
provider’s new value added 
service will be available to 
its 413,000 home and busi- 
ness phone-line owners on 
the JTC’s following Amman 
exchanges: Abdali. Abdoun, 
Sweileh. TJa’ Ali. Dabouq, 
Um AI Am ad. Abu Alanda. 
Amman Airport, Ashrafieh, 
Baqaa. Fuheis, Naour. Al 
Nasr. Juweideh. Nazal. 
Sahab and Muwaqar, among 
others. 

Other gevemorates that 
will also witness the intro- 
duction of the service are: 
Irbid, Maffaq, Ajloun. 
Jerash. Balqa, Madaba. 
Zarqa, Aqaba and Ma’an. 


AMMMI FXNANOXAZ. MARXST 
BOOSXm BANK C nffBI AMMAN - 5BMEXSAH1 
TELEPHONE, 607171 / 607179 
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By Ahmed Naser 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The gov- 
ernment Sunday 

approved lower rates 
and a third communica- 
tion license for the 
state’s telecom provider, 
according to a TRC 
statement. 

During its board meet- 
ing Sunday, the 
Telecommunication Re- 
gulatory Commission 
(TRC ) approved the 
Jordan Telecommun- 
ication Company’s 
(JTC’s ) international 
circuits prices, the state- 
ment released Monday 
said. 

According to a tele- 
com source, Internet 
Service Providers 
(ISPs) have been wait- 
ing for these lower 
charges since March. 

The “telecom source, 
requesting anonymity, 
told the Jordan Times 
that the reason for the 
delay in issuing these 
new' rates, which were 
proposed in April by the 
JTC. was that the draft- 
ed rates had been struc- 
tured in a way that 
increased rates on high 
speed circuits. 

The rates approved 
Sunday, however, regis- 
tered decreases of 
around 27 per cent on 
circuits of all speeds to 
Arab countries and an 
average of 53 per cent 
to foreign countries, 
such as the United 
States,, the source said. 

The TRC approval of 
the JTC’s data-commu- 
nication licence came 
after more than 20 
drafts of the licence and 
three changes of 
telecommunication min- 


isters, from Jamal 
Saraireb to Bassam 
Saket to Sami Gammo, 
the current minister. 

With the approval of 
JTC’s new licence, 
Jordan awaits the 
advent of an eighth 
data- c ommunicati ous 
provider. 

But unlike the seven 
other data-communica- 
tions providers in the 
country — Global One, 
National Equipment and 
Technical Services 
(NETS), Advanced 
Business Networking 
(ABN), Index, FirstNet, 
JoinNet and 

Destinations — JTC 
was not required to pay 
a JD25.000 license 
acquisition fee. 

And according to these 
seven providers’ 

licences, the companies 
must pay the TRC a 15 
per cent royalty on their 
revenue, ■ after infra- 
structural equipment 
costs are determined 
and exempted. 

Last week, the govern- 
ment granted JTC a 
mobile-phone provision 
licence, which an offi- 
cial said was aimed at 
polishing the JTC’s cur- 
rent value, along with 
the state-owned telecom 
provider’s procurement 
of international capacity 
through FLAG, * a 
28,000-kilometre fib- 
eroptic cable running 
from London to Tokyo. 

These developments 
follow the statements 
last week by JTC’s 
newly appointed chair- 
man, Ali Shukri, who 
said there was no need 
to sell 40 per cent of the 
company's equity to a 
foreign strategic part- 
ner. 
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World Basketball Championship 

Yugoslavia is best of the rest; 
Americans get bronze 


ATHENS < API — Who was 
prouder? 

Was it Yugoslavian coach 
Zeljko Obradovic? His team 
beat Russia 64-62 for the 
gold medal Sunday in the 
World Basketball 

Championship and did it — 
representing a country still 
crippled by war — without 
missing stars including the 
NBA's Vlade Divac. 

Or was it American coach 
Rudy Tomjanovich? The 
much-criticised .Americans 

— a composite of minor- 
league talent assembled in 
the last month when the 
NBA stars were locked out 

— won bronze thrashing 
Greece 84-61. 

The gold was a record 
fourth at the worlds for 
Yugoslavia, 

■Hiey might not have beat- 
en an American Dream 
Team. However, a full- 
strength Yugoslavia just 
might have. 

“After the embargo we 
played in four straight finals 
and won three times. It’s 
incredible. We have a lot of 
reason to be very proud." 
Obradovic said. 

“We had many problems, 
and players who weren't 
here. But we got this again," 
he added, cradling the gold 
medal hanging around his 
neck. 

Center Zeljko Rebraca, 
playing where Divac would 
have, led with 16 points and 
11 * rebounds. Dejan 
Bodiroga. the 1 2.06-metre 1 
6-9 euard/forward. chipped 
in with 11 points and 5 
rebounds and was named 
tournament MVP. 

Aleksandar Djordjevic. 
playing with a leg injury, 
added seven and took over 
at the end with Rebraca. 

Yugoslavia showed again 
it plays the best basketball 
outside of the United States. 
Following the lifting of war 
sanctions. Yugoslavia has 
won the *9? and *97 
European titles, and was 
second in the *96 Olympics 
to Dream Team HI. 


Not only was Divac miss- 
ing. so was injured former 
NBA star Predrag Danilovic 
and retired center Zonrn 
Savic. Also absent were two 
Yugoslavs with Greek pass- 
ports who weren't allowed 
to play: forward Predrag 
Stojakovic. who will play 
next season with the 
Sacramento Kings, and 
( 2 . 12 -metre) 6-11 center 
Dragan Tarlac. who's one of 
the "highest paid players in 
Europe with Greek, club 
Olympiakos. 

Russia, playing with the 
same core that lost to the 
United States in the finals in 
•94 — by 46 points — was 
led by Sergey Panov and 
Igor Koudellin with 14 
points each. 

“At the end, there were 
two great players, 
Djordjevic and Rebruca, 
who determined who would 
win,** Russian coach Sergey 
Belov said. 

For the Americans, guard 
Jimmy Oliver jokingly sug- 
gested he would gold plate 
his bronze medal. 

*T11 have my bronze 
dipped in gold and you guys 
do the same," he told his 
teammates. 

The Dream Team might 
have won gold, but this 
bronze was cherished by a 
cast of hard-working jour- 
neymen who have bounced 
around the NBA. CBA and 
European leagues. 

They dropped the semifi- 
nal Saturday to Russia 66 - 
64. blowing a 10-point lead 
in the final three minutes, 
but rebounded better than 
Greece, which lost to 
Yugoslavia in overtime 78- 
73." 

“These guys got as much 
out of what they have as any 
team I’ve been around." 
said Tomjanovich. who has 
won two NBA titles with the 
Houston Rockets. “They 
had to do it in a vacuum with 
very little media coverage. 

“We were the team with 
the fewest fans here and 
always in a hostile situa- 



YugoslavuTs Dejan Bodiroga kisses the trophy after his team beat Russia 64-62 in the 
final of the World Basketball Championships Hellas 98. in Athens Sunday. Next to 
him is \iado Scepanovic < AP photo) 

tion." he added. "We were 
always hearing in the back- 
ground. these guys are 
rejects. thoM? are guys that 
can't make it.* And they 
hung in there." 

Largely ignored at home, 
one Greek paper termed 
them the “lint after the 
wash." 




Basketball fans celebrate Yugoslavia's victory over 
Russian in downtown Belgrade (AP Photo! 


All 12 scored led by Jason 
Sasser’s 2?. 14 from Jimmy 
King and 12 by Wendell 
Alexis. Greece, which shot 
an abjsmal 35 per cent over- 
all. wav led Dimitri 
Papanikoluou with IS. 

“We're stone individu- 
als." said forward Gerard 
King, who played in Italy 
last season. "Everybody on 
our team has been through 
the rough limes. We know 
v.hat it takes to bounce back 
and come out swinging." 

David Wood, a veteran 33- 
year-old veteran of 412 
NBA games with eight dif- 
ferent teams, exemplified 
the character. 

"You always want to set 
your goais for the cold." he 
said. 

“But I can’t think of 
anythimg I'm more proud of 
than this medal. It is proba- 
bly the greatest accomplish- 
ment of mv basketball 


career. 

U.S. 

Greece 


Jugoslavia's Sasa Obradivic, right, tries to score as Russia's Vassili Karassev tries to 
top him during a game Russia vs Yugoslavia for the final of the World Basketball 
Championships Hellas 98, In Athens (AP Photo) 


.Ambassador lo 

Nicholas Bums, a 

fervent basketball fan. even 
got into the act as he met 
■with U.S. 
players afterwards. 


“They really weren't a 
team when they cot here," 
he said. 

"They come together so 
much. Wc should really be 
proud of them." 

It was a bitter day for an 
18.000 home sellout at 
Olympic arena us Greece 
lost its fifth hron/e- medal 
game in foe years — all on 
Sundays — prompting early 
editions or Greek newspa- 
pers to read "Pole Tin 
Kiriuki" t Never on 
Sunday 1 . playing off the 
famous film starring Greek 
actress Melina Mercouri. 

Despite the bron/e. the 
U.S. misses out on an auto- 
matic berth in the 2000 
Olympics, which will go to 
Yugoslavia and host 
Australia. 

The Americans will have 
to play next spring and 
summer in qualifying tour- 
naments. probably using 
CBA jnd college talent. 

In consolation play. Spain 
beat Italy 64-61 for fifth 
place. while Lithuania 
edged Argentina 77-76 for 
seventh. 


New NFL faces in new places 


BOSTON (AP) — Peyton 
Manning and Ryan Leaf 
weren’t the only big-name 
quarterbacks to debut in 
new places as the NFL’s 
exhibition season got into 
full swing. 

Doug Flutie moved slight- 
ly south from Canada to 
Buffalo, Neil O’Donnell 
wore Bengals stripes 
instead of Jets green and 
Jim Harbaugh took the 
opposite route of the Colts 
by going from Indianapolis 
to Baltimore. 

While Harbaugh and Leaf 
enjoyed success. Flutie, 
O'Donnell and Manning 
struggled with their new 
clubs. 

Harbaugh. obtained in an 
offseason trade from 
Indianapolis, went 10-for- 
13 for 60 yards and scram- 
bled twice for 28 yards in 
Baltimore’s 19-14 victory 
over the Bears. He left with 
6:07 left in the second quar- 
ter after moving the Ravens 
80 yards in 17 plays in a 
drive that consumed more 
than 1 J minutes and gave 
Baltimore a 9-0 lead. 

“We were playing little 
ball," Harbaugh said. 
"WeTi try to get the ball 
downfield more, but we 
took what they gave us." 

In other NFL preseason 
games. Minnesota beat New 
England 28-0 in the only 
game Sunday night. 

On Saturday, Pittsburgh 
topped Buffalo 24-13, the 
New York Giants defeated 
Cincinnati 24-17, Miami 
downed Washington 19-16, 
Carolina defeated 

Jacksonville 30-27, Kansas 
City beat the Tampa Bay 
17-13. Denver topped St. 
Louis 20-13, Green Bay 
beat New Orleans 30-7, 
Oakland defeated Dallas 
16-3. Seattle defeated 
Indianapolis 24-21 and San 
Dieco beat San Francisco 
27-21. 

Flutie played much of the 
second half of the Bills' loss 
to the Pittsburgh Sreelcrs. 
He was 6 -of- 1 2 for 44 yards 
as the Stcclcrs’ • reserves 
outscored Buffalo's 1.4-3 
after halftime. 

“It’s another step for- 
ward." said Flutie. who at 
36 is returning to the NFL at 
an age when many quarter- 
backs are leaving. “It was 
fun. It was exciting." 

O'Donnell, who is bat- 
tling Jeff Blake for the 
Bengals starting job. was 6 - 
of- 15 for 49 yards. 
Cincinnati turned the ball 
over to the Giants four 
times — leading to all of 


their points. 

“Sloppy." Bengals coach 
Bruce Coslet said. "The 
Giants made their run last 
year leading the league or 
being second in the turnover 
ratio, and they continued 
that unabated tonight. We 
talk about turnovers all the 
time. Now we have to start 
taking about giveaways, 
and we gave away the ball 
way too many times." 

• Vikings 28, Patriots 0: 
Minnesota's No. 1 P ick 
Randy Moss caught a 44- 
yard touchdown pass, and 
last year's top choice, 
Dwayne Rudd, scored on a 
34-yard interception return 
as Minnesota won at New 
England. 

After neither starting 

quarterback could move his 
team. Vikings backup 

Randall Cunningham threw 
two touchdown passes and 
was 9- for- 1 6 passes for 165 
yards. He was sacked three 
times. 

Minnesota starter Brad 
Johnson was 6-for-12 for 40 
yards. New England’s Drew 
Bledsoe was 7-for-14 for 74 
yards with an interception 
and three sacks as the 
Patriots lost for the second 
time in two exhibition tries. 

• Seahawks 24, Colts 21: 
Manning, whose first NFL 
pass went for a touchdown, 
was 8-of-15 for 113 yards 
and was outplayed by 
Seattle backup Jon Kitna. 

After four handoffs to 
Marshall Faulk on his first 
series. Manning, the first 
pick in this year's draft, 
threw a 48-yard touchdown 
pass to Marvin Harrison. 

Kitna completed 9 of 13 
passes for 92 yards, includ- 
ing a 25-yard touchdown 
pass to Mike Pritchard. 

The Seahawks (2-0) 
played their second game 
without No. 1 quarterback, 
Warren Moon, who has 
refused to report to the 
team’s training camp in a 
contract holdout. 

• Chargers 27, 49ers 21: 
Leaf, the No. 2 pick in this 
year’s draft, led two scoring 
drives for the Chargers — 
capping one with a 3-yard 
TD pass to Bryan Still. 

Leaf, 14-of-20 for 116 
yards, had a more produc- 
tive night than San 
Francisco's Steve Young. 

Young threw only seven 
passes, completing three for 
20 yards and was sacked 
once. 

■ Dolphins 19, Redskins 
16: Olinde Mare made field 
goals of 27, 45. 50 and 46 
yards in Miami's victory 


over Washington. 

Doiphins quarterback Dan 

Marino, in his only series, 
was 6-for-7 for 58 yards, 
and running back Karim 
Abdul-Jabbar rushed for 46 
yards in eight carries. 

Redskins rookie Skip 
Hicks had 52 yards and a 
touchdown on nine rushes. 

• Panthers 30, Jaguars 
27: John Kasay. who kicked 
field goals of 38. 24, 27 and 
29 yards in the first half, hit 
his fifth in as many 
attempts, a 30-yarder with 
four seconds left, for the 
win. 

Carolina quarterback 
Kerry Collins was 16-of-22 
for 162 yards and a touch- 
down and was not intercept- 
ed. 

• Broncos 20, Rams 13; 
With John Elway in 
Minnesota with his ailing 
wife, backup quarterback 
Bubby Blister produced 13 
first-half points for Denver. 

Blister was 13-for-22 for 
181 yards and a touchdown, 
and helped set up two field 
goals by Jason Elam 
Rookie Brian 

Griese, who also saw 
extensive playing time, was 
10-for-15 for 123 yards. 

• Packers 31, Saints 7: 
Travis Jervey rushed nine 
times for 100 yards and two 
touchdowns for the Packers 
( 2 - 0 ). 

Jervey has rushed 14 
times for 172 yards during 
the presea5on. an average of 
more than 12 yards per 
carry. 

Packers quarterback BreU 
Favre, who was only I-of-5 
for two yards and a fumble 
against Kansas City last 
week, completed all seven 
of his passes for 86 yards 
and a touchdown. 

• Chiefs 17, Buccaneers 
13: Kansas City receiver 
Chris Ortiz recovered a 
Tampa Bay fumble in the 
end zone with 44 seconds 
left, giving the Chiefs (1-1) 
a wild victory in the first 
exhibition game at the 
University of Oklahoma 
since 1976.. 

• Raiders 16, Cowboys 3: 
Jeff George was 6 -of-ll for 
128 yards and one touch- 
down in one quarter as he 
helped make Jon Gruden's 
Oakland coaching debut a 
success. 

Dallas' Troy Aikman was 
only l-of -6 for six yards in 
his brief appearance. 
Backup Jason Garrett was 
5-of-9 for 32 yards for the 
Cowboys (0-2). 


FIFA confirms Poland 
escaped suspension 


ZURICH (AP) — 
Poland escaped suspen- 
sion by FIFA with a last- 
minute move to comply 
with a deadline for the 
reinstatement of sus- 
pended administrators, 
world soccer’s govern- 
ing body said Monday. 

Polish clubs and the 
national side could have 
been banned from all 
international competi- 
tions starting Monday. 
FIFA and UEFA, the 
European governing 
body, had threatened lo 
suspend Poland indefi- 
nitely if Polish soccer 
administrators suspend- 
ed in May were not rein- 
stated by midnight 
Friday. 

“FIFA and UEFA will 
continue to study the sit- 
uation Within the Polish 
Football Association," 
FIFA said in a brief 
statement. 

Sports Minister Jacek 
Debski said Saturday he 
sent a fax to FIFA 15 
minutes before the dead- 


line informing it the sus- 
pensions had" been lift- 
ed. 

The move came after 
the administrators 
agreed to an investiga- 
tion into allegations of 
mismanagement. 

The administrators had 
previously claimed they 
were independent of 
state controls and had 
refused to .accept the 
sports ministry's 

appointment of a control 
board supervisor to 
examine their records. 

Debski said he now 
expects voluntary dis- 
missal of Soccer 
Federation President 
Marian Dziurowicz, 
which would open the 
way for reforming 
Polish soccer. 

On Saturdav, five 
scheduled first 'division 
games were 

cancelled in protest of 
Dziurowicz’s failure to 
quit immediately. 

The soccer federation, 
which is to meet 


Wednesday, will decide 
on Dziurowicz's dis- 
missal. the federation 
says. 

Poland's national 
team, which achieved 
successes in 1970s and 
early 1980s, has not 
qualified for soccer's 
World Cup since 1982. 
Debski blames adminis- 
trators and soccer 
activists for corruption 
among players and ref- 
erees. lack of training 
facilities and program 5 - 

Polish club LKS Lodz 
can now look forward to 
a Champions Leagu* 
qualifying match again * 1 
Manchester United 0 ° 
Wednesday, 
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Patrick Rafter of Australia hoists the trophy followiiig his 7-6, 6-4 victory over 
Richard Krajicek of the Netherlands in the final of the du Maurier Open tennis tour- 
namen (AP photo) 

Rafter wins Toronto Open 


TORONTO (AP) — Patrick Rafter became 
the first player in 10 years to win the du 
Maurier Open without losing a set Sunday 
when he beat Richard Krajicek 7-6 (7-3), 6- 
4. V 

The 25-year-old Australian had a clean 
slate ' in five matches, matching Ivan 
Lendl’s feat accomplished.in 1988. 

Krajicek, who had victories in six of 
seven marches -against Rafter entering the .. 
ftaa£ •bad-lived 5y r the- serve and volley in 
his previous, matches against Rafter. 
Krajicek entered the final leading the' entire 
da Maurier field with 64 aces but was lim- 
ited to dealing 10 to Rafter, putting only 59 
per cent of first serves in play. 

“I couldn’t punish him on my serve,’’ 
Krajicek said. “That’s a shame.” 

Both players held serve their first six 
times in the first set, setting up the tiebreak- 
er, where Krajicek began to struggle. Rafter 
scored mini breaks all three rimes Krajicek 
missed his first serve to take the tiebreaker 
7-3. 

The Dutchman also struggled on his 
groundstrokes. His weak backhand seldom 
cleared the net and bis forehand, usually a 


terror to opposing players, faded as well. 

“He really destroys me a lot with that 
forehand and the rimes that I did go there I 
got lucky on them,” Rafter said 
“I went there at the right times.” Said 
Krajicek: “1 count on ray forehand more 
and it really let me down.” 

Krajicek broke Rafter to go up 3-1 in the 
second set, but he lost his serve the very 
- nexr ,garae*i with -two • consecutive doubler 
faults that gave Rafter a break. Rafter broke 
■ Krajicek again for a 4-3 lead and the two 
players traded holds to give Rafter a 5*4 
lead. Rafter then held at love to win the set 
6-4. 

“He was mixing up his serve pretty 
good,” Krajicek said. 

“He was all over the place, quick and 
slow, and it made it a lot tougher for me.” 
Rafter, who defends his U.S. Open title in 
a few weeks, earned S 361.000 and will 
move from fifth to third in the ATP world 
rankings Monday. He also became the first 
Australian to win this event since John 
Newcombe in 1971, two years before 
Rafter was bora. 

Krajicek received S 190.000. 


Italian 

prosecutor 

summons 

outspoken 

Roma 

coach 


ROME (AP) — An Italian 
prosecutor has summoned 
the coach of AS Roma, 
Zdenek Zp. man, to hear his 
allegations that a number 
of top league Italian soccer 
players may use perfor- 
mance-enhancing drugs. 

Zeman, a Czech, will 
meet Wednesday with 
prosecutor Raffaele 

Guariniello in Turin, a day 
after questioning in Rome 
by officialos of the Italian 
Olympic Committe. 

Guariniello has been 
investigating doping in 
sports for several years, as 
well as other health-related 
issues. 

“I’m at everyone's dis- 
posal for the good of soc- 
cer,” Zeman was quoted 
Monday as saying in 
Gazzetta dello Sport, the 
Italian sports daily. 

In interviews with several 
newspapers and the 
uewsweekly Espresso over 
the past days, Zeman said 
he was amazed by the 
quick muscular develop- 
ment of some players such 
as Alessandro Del Piero 
and Gianluca Vialii. 

Zeman never mentioned 
doping substances openly. 
He always referred to med- 
icines. 

Del Piero, a Juventus star, 
instructed his agent to sue 
for libel. 

Vialii, a former player of 
Juventus and currently 
Chelsea’s player-coach in 
the English Premier 
League. angrily said 

Zeman is a “terrorist trying 
to destabilise the soccer 
world.” 


Davenport downs injured Pierce 
in San Diego final 


SAN DIEGO (AFP) — 
Lindsay Davenport won her 
second title in two weeks 
Sunday, overwhelming an ail- 
ing Maty Pierce 6-3, 6-1 to 
claim the WTA Tour event 
here. 

Second-seeded Davenport 
collected $79,000, and Pierce 
received $36,000 for her run- 
ner-up finish. 

-Pierce, who had upset top 
seed Martina Hing is in the 
semifinals, suffered a pulled 
musete mber right thigh as sbe 
practiced for the final and 
twice received treatment in the 
52 minute match. 

She could make only a token 
effort a gainst her American 
exponent and Davenport was 
never stretched. She broke 
twice in each set and conceded 
only six points on serve. 

“In the first couple of games 
I didn’t think anything was 
wrong because she was serv- 
ing well” said Davenport. 
“But as the match went on you 
could definitely tell that the 
groin .was bothering her and 
she wasn’t realty r unning for 
baUs. If s a Me bitter-sweet to 
win a title like that” 

Often, an injiay to a player 




P® mote pressure on them, 
Mdniltar is something 
Davenport had to tackle. 
t fipogh," said Davenport. 

Tm thinking pyg gQ£ to WIR 

this, and then I was thinking is 
she going to retire. It was so 

difficult to play. It was more of 
amentd mateh. You’re trying 
to play and not wony about 
an yihnig. I was really happy 


Lindsay Davenport 

when I broke her again for 4-1 
(in the second set) because I 
didn't want to give her chance 
to get bad: into the raaich.” 
was quite upser about it 
after the match,” said Pierce. 
“In the match I tried to do 
what I could with it Tra frus- 
trated because I’ve been hav- 


ing a great week and getting 
better "and better every day. 
But it’s part of sports, part of 
tennis, and it's out of vour con- 
trol” 

Pierce said she never consid- 
ered withdrawing, even 
though the injiny affected 
every 1 aspect of her game. 


“It affected everything,” she 
said. “Serves, moving. To play 
agains t someone like Lindsay 
you have to be at the top of 
your game and fed that you 
can complete. But I have to 
give Lindsay credit because 
it’s not easy to play against 
someone that you know is 
injured.” 

Davenport’s victory takes 
her another step closer to top- 
pling Martina Hingis from the 
number one ranking. Since 
boasting at the French Open 
that she had a comfortable 
lead over everyone else, 
Hingis now has both 
Davenport and Novotna 
breathing down her neck. 

“To take over number one 
I'm going to have to step up 
my performances in Grand 
Slams, 1 ’ said Davenport. 

“It’s not really in my mind. 
But I think it’s funny, because 
about six months ago I was 
about 3000 points behind and 
it’s 500 or 600 now. 

"Tt's sort of a dream, but if 

Fm going to do it I’m probar 
bly going to have to win the 
U.S. Open, I hadn’t really 
thought about it because she's 
been so far ahead of every- 
body 1 , There's still a lot of 
points between us, but it’s 
pretty obtainable, I guess.” 


Arab Junior Swimming Championships 

Jordan wins 1st bronze medal 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan's Sadeq Damrah Monday cap- 
tured the first bronze medal for Jordan after securing 
third place in the 100m breaststroke clocking 1:15,20 
on the opening day of the 5th Arab Junior Swimming 
Championships at Al Hussein Youth City with 12 
countries taking part in swimming, water polo and 
diving competitions. 

Only five seconds stood between Damrah and first 
place Egypt’s Ahmed Khouli who clocked 1:10.70. 
Morocco's Younes Marabet came second with 
1:13,29. 

As expected Egypt are here for the gold as they took 
first places in the boys 50m butterfly with 25.81 sec- 
onds by Wael Dwaider while Jordan’s Loai Haqi 
came sixth clocking 2S.61.Yasmeen Abu Alez in the 
girls clocked 1:00:66 100m freestyle while Jordan’s 
Hi ba Nasser came 12th with 01:10.11. 

Jordan’s Sandi Zraiq came fourth with 01:12.58, 
Ahmed Shadli came first in the 50m butterfly with 
26.90 while Jordan's Saed Al Nasser came in the 6th 
place with :0.26. 

Algeria took the gold medal in the boys 50m butter- 
fly by Raouf Ben Obaid with 27.94 while Jordan’s 
Saher Al Rabadi came in the 7th place with a time of 
33.44. 

Coach Ali Nawwas expressed his satisfaction with 


some results but hoped to do better on the second day. 

Egypt’s coach Majdi Mansour noted his happiness 
with the organisation. 

“I am happy with the things the federation prepared 
and we hope to get more gold medals." Mansour told 
the Jordan Times. 

“Jordan's swimmers need to gain more internation- 
al experience,” he added. 

Meanwhile Damrah, winner of the first Jordanian 
medal said that he was surprised of the win. 

“I was totally surprised of the result because I was 
concentrating on swimming and did not look around 
to check the clock,” Damrah told the Jordan Times. 

“It is not easy to swim against Egypt but when there 
is a will there is a way.” he added. 

The August 10-16 event groups swimmers from 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait. Egypt, Algeria, Oman, Iraq. 
Syria, Qatar, Tunisia, Palestine. Morocco in addition 
to Jordan. 

Held under the Patronage of Her Royal Highness 
Princess Rania. the event is the first of many in 
preparation for the upcoming Pan-Arab Games which 
will be held in Amman 1999. 

Coach Nawwas added that still we need more time 
to improve our swimming technique so we can com- 
pete on the Arab level. 

“Time also is moving for others and that is why we 
have to move faster so we at least level with the 
Arabs,” he said. 


Baggio looks forward 
to Euro 2000 


APPIANO GENTILE, 

Italy (AFP) — Roberto 
Baggio warned his rivals 
on Monday that he is hun- 
gry for success with both 
Liter Milan and the nation- 
al side this season. 

Inter will be pitching for 
the Serie A title and the 
European Champions 

League, but the 31 -year- 
old also wants to keep his 
place in the national squad 
for the forthcoming Euro 
2000 qualifiers. 

.. He shied . away, from 
choosing one of the three 
objectives over the others 
saying: “I don’t want to 
choose or to put them in 
any order. 

“The important thing is 
to aim for all three and per- 
haps, with the help of the 
squad, it will go well on all 
three fronts.” 

After a year with 
Bologna, Baggio will be 
playing alongside Ronaldo 
in a team which is packed 
with World Cup perform- 
ers and talented young- 
sters. 

“There’s no doubt about, 
this is a great group of 
players.” Baggio said at 
Inter’s training ground 
here. “They're very good 
technically and they’re 
modest with it; and I think 
that’s fundamental for any 
team.” 

Baggio’s first official 
outing for Inter will be in 
Wednesday’s Champions 
League preliminary round 
tie against Skonto Riga of 
Latvia. 

“The Champions League 
is a very important objec- 
tive for us, and let’s hope 
we make a good start,” he 
said. “We've seen some 
tapes (of Skonto Riga) but 
we'll studying them more 
closely today and tomor- 
row” 

Meanwhile, he is anxious 
to avoid complacency for 
the first leg at Pisa. 

“You have to be careful 
against any club in the 
European Cup,” he 
warned. “There are no easy 
games, and if you underes- 
timate a side that you don’t 
know well you could end 
up with a very nasty sur- 
prise. “We cannot afford to 
make a single mistake.” 

Though a goal would be 
an ideal way to start his 
new life with Inter, Baggio 
tried to play down his own 
contribution. 

“I've only played 60 
minutes of football so far, 
so I think the most impor- 
tant thing is that we get a 
good result as a team,” he 
said. “My own personal 
performance is something 


that I'm overly interested 
in. 

He went on: “I'm work- 
ing very hard in training at 
the moment because 1 
arrived here after most of 
the other players. 

“But I feel pretty good 
and I think I can give a bit 
of experience and a bit of 
reassurance to die team, 
even though there are some 
great players here who 
won’t need any of that.” 

Baggio gets his second 
bite at Europe's top com- 
petition, after a particular- 
ly brief and disappointing 
campaign with city rivals 
AC Milan in the autumn of 
1996. when they failed to 
get past the group phase. 

“It’s my second experi- 
ence of the Champions 
League, let’s hope it lasts 
longer than the first,” he 
quipped. 

But he added more seri- 
ously: “That was with a 
different team, it was a few 
years ago and for me it’s in 
the past. At the moment, 
the only thing on my mind 
is Inter.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANHAH HIRSCH 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*983 UQ83 OJ 5 *KQ J52 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 

A - With only nine points in hi gh 
cards, your hand does not measure 
up to a two-over-one response of 
two dubs. That leaves you with 
anfy one option — a raise to two 
spades. Whether you play four- or 
live-card majors ban no bearing on 
the response. 

Q.2 - As Sonth, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*2 01089 OAK 1094 3 *Q96 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
(he bidding with one spade. What 
nrfjnn doyou take? 

A - Yon don't have much in the 
way of high cards, but you do have 
a good six-card minor and a single- 
ton spade. If you don't get into the 
auction now, it will be too danger- 
ous to do so later. Bid two dia- 
monds. 

Q. 8 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*109 854 CAJ8S OAJ 97 *Void 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
one dub. What action do yon take? 

A - You have a hand with support 
for the three unbid suits and defen- 
sive values into the bargain. 

Despite the low high-card count, 
this is a classic takeout double, and 
nothing else should be considered. 

Q. 4 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold’ 

*Q983 OS3 09 6 3 2 *K82 


The bidding has proceeded: 
NORTH EAST SOOTH WEST 

1<? Pass 1* Pm 

20 Pan ? 

What action do you take? 

A - You barely had enough to 
scrape up a response, and now that 
you have surely located at least a 4- 
4 fit, there is no reason to think of 
any other spot. Pass. 

Q- 5 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AQ <?A 0AKJ98642 *73 

Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one dub. What da 
you bid now? 

A - The textbook way to handle 
duo monster is to double, then jump 
in diamonds at your next turn. 
However, nhnuld you wiah to gam- 
ble that the opponents cannot run 
at least five clubs on the go and bid 
three no trump, we admire your 
courage. 

Q. 6 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*852 V9 0AKQ784S «A8 

wEOT dt N§Kra pr ^mr <i ‘ south 

PX» IV • Paw 7 
What do yun respond? 

A - Even though you have only 13 
high-card points and a singleton in 
partner’s suit, your self-sustaining 
diamond suit and side ace are 
enough to justify a jump shift. Bid 
three diamonds. Unless partner 
rebids three no trump, your intent 
should be to rebid four diamonds 
next to describe a powerful one- 
suiter. 


AN INTERNATIONAL COMPANY 

is seeking four skilled mechanical technicians to 
work in measurement and preparation of As-Built 
Sketches. English is a must. 

Send CV to P.O. Box 962031 

Amman-Jordan 
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Iraq: Sanctions 


have killed 1.4m 


BAGHDAD (R) — Nearly 
1 .4 million Iraqis have died 
as a result of eight -year-old 
United Nations trade sanc- 
tions because of shortages 
of food and medicine. 
Health Minister Uiuid 
Midhar Mubarak was quot- 
ed as saying on Monday. 

Mubarak told the ruling 
Baath Party newspaper A! 
Tbawra that more than one 
million Iraqi children had 
died as a result of the puni- 
tive sanctions imposed for 
Iraq's 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

He said an average of 
6.452 children under the age 
of five were now dying each 
month, compared to 539 a 
month before the Gulf cri- 


the government lacks 
money to pay lor them. 

The U.N. has since 
December 1946 allowed 
Iraq limited oil sales over 
six months on a renewable 
basis to buy fond, medicines 
and other relief goods. 

Mubarak said only a mini- 
mal amount of the supplies 
allocated for the third phase 
of the deal, which ended 
four months ago. had actual- 
ly reached the country. 
None of $280 million worth 
of medical supplies 
assigned in the fourth phase 


had arrived id Iraq, he said. 

He blamed delays in the 
arrival of medicines on U.S 
and British representatives 
on the U.N. sanctions com- 
mittee on Iraq. 

“All the medicines that we 
contracted with companies 
are life-saving, but still they 
are delayed because of 
strange excuses by the 
American and British repre- 
sentatives." he said. 

Hospitals in Iraq are cur- 
rently operating at 30 per 
cent" oF normal capacity 
because of the shortage of 


medical supplies. 

Many are forced to turn 
away all but emergency- 
cases. Mubarak said. 

"Iraqi health establish- 
ments need no less than $2 
billion to rehabilitate them." 
the minister said. 

Sparc parts are also lack- 
ing for electricity, water and 
sewerage systems and the 
health of the population has 
deteriorated because of 
shortages in chlorine for 
water purification and the 
power to operate these sys- 
tems. 


The death rate was 92 per 
1.000 births in 1998 com- 
pared to 24 in 1989. he said. 

According to ministry sta- 
tistics. carried by the official 
Iraqi News Agency, deaths 
among people over five had 
risen from 1.600 to 7.600 a 
month over the same period. 

The minister said hospi- 
tals lacked medical supplies 
such as anaesthetics, pain 
killers and spare pans for 
medical equipment. 

He said that before the 
sanctions Iraq used to 
import medicines worth 
S500 million a year and had 
stocks worth SI. 25 billion. 

Now most of Baghdad's 
medical imports come from 
Jordan and have not exceed- 
ed $35 million u year since 
the beginning of the embar- 
go. he added. 

U.N. sanctions do not pro- 
hibit medical imports but. 
with oil exports curtailed. 


Iraqi minister slams U.S., U.K. 
for impeding medical contracts 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq's Health 
Minister Umid Midhat Mubarak slammed 
U.S. and British representatives on the U.N. 
Sanctions Committee on Monday for using 
"stupid pretexts” to block medical supply 
contracts. 

“The American and British representatives 
always block the contracts presented to the 
committee by evoking stupid and insignifi- 
cant pretexts." the minister said in an inter- 
view with the ruling Baalh Party newspaper 
A1 Thawra. 

The Sanctions Committee examines all 
contracts for supplies bought under the oil- 
for-food programme which allows Iraq to 
sell a limited amount of oil in return for 
basic foodstuffs and medical supplies. 

Mabarak said about S620 million of the 
programme's revenue had been spent on 
medicine supplies since it was launched at 
the end of 1996. 

“This amount is largely insufficient and 
the Sanctions Committee is only complicat- 
ing the situation further." he said. 

“The hindrances caused by the American 
and British representatives have meant that 
only 0.5 per cent of the medicines ordered 


during the third phase of the oil-for-food 
programme IJanuary-June 1998] have been 
delivered to Iraq.” 

Mubarak accused the U.S. and British rep- 
resentatives of cancelling, without explana- 
tion. 84 contracts presented by his ministry. 

“The bank which controls Iraq's oil rev- 
enue from this programme is also playing an 
important role in hindering the completion 
of contracts." he said, referring to France's 
Banque Nationale de Paris. 

On Sunday, the ministry claimed that 
about 33.000 Iraqi children under five years 
old had died during the first half of this year 
because of the embargo. Most died of dis- 
eases that could have been cured if adequate 
medical supplies were available, the minis- 
ter said. 

Health ministry statistics show that “more 
than one million Iraqis" of all ages have 
died since the start of sanctions in August 
1990. 

The oil embargo can only be lifted once 
the U.N. Special Commission (UNSCOM) 
charged with disarming Iraq has certified 
rhaf it no longer has weapons of mass 
destruction or long-range missiles. 


106,000 illegal immigrants 
expelled from Saudi Arabia 


U.S. firms to 
participate in 
Tehran fair 


RIYADH i AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia expelled 106.000 ille- 
gal workerc from the kingdom 
in the last three months, news- 
papers said Monday . 

The expulsions follow a 
Saudi sati on campaign 

launched in October aimed at 
replacing several thousand 
expatriate workers with Saudi 
nationals. 

About 750.000 illegal work- 
ers have already been expelled 
under the programme, the lat- 
est government statistics show. 


Just under 400 Saudi nation- 
als were jailed in the last three 
months for breaking immigra- 
tion laws, die newspapers said. 
A further 1.400 were fined for 
the same offence. 

Riyadh hopes to create 
650.00*3 jobs for Saudi nation- 
als. under a five-year budget 
begun in 1995. Most of these 
jobs will come from replacing 
expatriate workers with locals. 

Official estimates put the 
number of expatriate worker- 
in tlie killed* >?n. who are most- 


ly .Asian nationals, at about a 
third of the IS mill ion- strong 
population. 

The Saudi government in 
July stopped renewing work 
contracts for non -Saudi nation- 
als employed in government 
offices, except for a few tech- 
nic: d posts. 

Last year, the government, 
also closed off seven cate- 
gories of --tale -funded work, 
mainly in the manual labour 
vi.»nr. Jo fnrecn workers 


Swimsuit dip still seen as daring in Gaza 


GAZA CITY i.APt — While 
the Palestinian lands suffer 
through a sweltering heal 
wave, some women in the 
socially conscrvauvc Gaza 
Strip are taking a radical step to 
keep cool. 

They're swimming. In 
swimsuits. 

But only at a pair of private 
clubs, with men firmly ban- 
ished from the premises. 
Elsewhere alone Gaza's 
Mediterranean coastline, 
women were continuing their 
usual practice of swimming 
only in long, enveloping robes. 

(n Gaza, record temperatures 
of more than 56 degrees 
Celsius combined with 85 per 
cent humidity arc making life 
miserable in crowded towns 
and refugee camps. Health 
officials said 200 people have 
been treated at hospitals for 
heat-related ailments. 

"Nobodv can walk in the 


street during the day." said 
Sami Khalefa. pan of a long 
line of customers waiting to 
buy ice cream find soil drinks. 
‘This heat wave is a punish- 
ment from God" "The w ater is 
only way you can avoid the 
heat." said Wael Bdcjir. a 21- 
ycar-old man from n seaside 
refugee camp, as Ive p.«Jdied in 
the Mediterranean. "I'm going 
in spend all day in the sea." 
The rrfci/n Gaza Ciry batch was 
packed with hundreds of fami- 
lies. including women in tinw- 
ing pjbes. 

At the private Seagull tourist 
resent in Ga/a. director Hiha 
Hikmai said women in bathing 
suits were being allowed to 
swim daily. 

Before the heat wave, the 
resort was open to swimsuit- 
wearing women only two days 
a week but Hikmat said 
because there was only one 
other privare resort in Ga/a 


where they can swim witln-iit 
rnbes. u was decided to effec- 
tively mm the rev-rt over to 
them. 

Tvmjvmtirro in Nr.iel .wd 
(he Pdlcsiiriutr. kinds itr.e Iven 
higher titan normal fur im*re 
thin three weeks. 

In southern Urael. a record 
47 Celsius IW the day was 
recorded Sunday. In «vcupieii 
Jerusalem, the temperature 
Ik Acred <^4 1 G&iu* 

In the Wot Bank sown of 
Jencho. where temperatures 
scured pi-1 41 j Celsius, a 
Palestinian prisoner died in jail 
front overitecting. according io 
officials Sunday isve story on 
pagg2). 

At a famt in nortliem Nrael. 
613 chickens pen shed in t|ie 
scorching hod. Health min- 
istry. nllic::i!s urged people to 
drink plenry of water and -.ijy 

in . tir-conditioned rooms it 


possible. 


TEHRAN i AFP) — Three 
major American corpora- 
tions arc to take pari in an 
international trade fair in the 
Iranian capital in October 
despite the standing U.S. 
economic embargo against 
Tehran, an official said 
Monday. 

Hussein Esfahbodi. an 
official with Iran's Export 
Promotion Centre, said 
“three multi-national 

American companies'* will 
attend the CX. Sober 1-4 exhi- 
bition. but did not give llieir 
mimes 

Aiiicni.in linns have 

stayed away from Tehran 
lairs since Uiishmglon in 
June 1*^5 hiuineii U.S com- 
panies horn trading with 
Iran Jo punish what ii called 
Iran's support l**r interna- 
tional remmsm and efforts 
to ppx.ur? weapons ol mass 
destruction. 

Bui I S. -Iranian relations 
have thawed m receni 
months offer President 
Msvhamnud Khatami called 
in January lor greater con- 
tact between the two coun- 
tries. 

A total of 207 foreign 
companies from 68 coun- 
tries .ire expected to take pari 
in the 24th Tehran 

Intematit nal Fair. 

Several countries will par- 
ticipate }*<r the first time, 
including Saudi Arabia, 
whose re! ai ions with Iran 
have conxhlcrubly unproved 
in the past vc:e. 



KISSING HIS FATHER'S HAND: Brunei's new crown prince kisses the hand of his 
father, Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah, after he was passed on the mantle of ruling Brunei 
after his father, Monday. He was given a traditional Malay knife to proclaim him the 
hier to Brunei's throne in Bandar Seri Begawan in Darussalam. Thousands of people 
lined the streets (o witness the procession after the ceremony (AP photo) 


Netanyahu, Barak hold secret 
talks on possible early elections 


TEL AVIV (AFPj — Prime 
Minister Benya min 

Netanyahu has held a series 
of secret meetings with 
Israel's main opposition 
leader. Ehud Barak, to dis- 
cuss a possible national 
unity government or early 
elections, officials said 
Monday. 

In an unsuccessful bid l*» 
keep the encounters secret, 
the two met in Tel Aviv at 
the headquarters of Israel's 
foreign intelligence agency. 
Mossad. the Maori v news- 
paper reported. 

The meetings look place 
just prior to a trip to the 
United .States last week by 
Labour Party leader Barak, 
it said in revealing the 
talks. 

l.’/i B.uam. a >enior 
Labour Party official, said 
I he discussions centred on 
possible political conse- 
quences of a decision hy 
Netanyahu to carry out 
withdrawals from more of 
the occupied West Bank as 
required of Israel under the 
Oslo peace accords. 

Ultru-njiionalist parties 
in Netanyahu's right-wing 
coalition had said they will 
topple the government if u 
transfers more West Bank 
land to Yasser A ratal's 
Palestinian National 

Authority iPNA). 

More moderate members 
of government have said 
they will withdraw it 
Netanyahu does not carry 
out the pullbacks. 

“They discussed various 
options, including a nation- 
al unity government and 

early elections, hut nothing 

was decided." Baium said 
on Israel Radio. 


Bnr.un cautioned, howev- 
er. that the meetings, news 
of which was leaked to 
Mauri v hy Netanyahu's 
office according to Labour 
officials, may only have 
been a ploy by the prime 
minister to frighten his 
right-wing critics into 
silence. 

Net any aim's office would 
only say that the talks with 
Barak involved “exchang- 
ing views" on the current 
political situation. 

Mauri v reported that 
Netanyahu reaffirmed to 
Barak that he had taken a 
‘‘strategic decision" to 
press ahead with a further 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank (hat he has hcen 
resisting for months in 
U.S.-mediated negotiations 
w ith the Palestinians. 

Netanyahu was quoted as 
suggesting that his Likud 
Party and Labour join in a 
national unity government 


‘Barak wants 
final negotiations 
held by 

right-left cabinet' 


as soon as a deal is reached 
with the Palestinians. 

Barak declined, arguing 
that a pullback deal should 
be followed immediately 
by early elections and then 
the creation of a right-left 
cabinet to handle the next 
and final stage in negotia- 
tions with the Palestinians. 

Netanyahu has publicly 
denied reports he is consid- 
ering either early elections 
or a national unity govern- 


ment, but growing number? 
of his followers are openly- 
backing such moves. 

Late last month the par- 
liament approved a bill in 
its first reading to dissolve 
the legislature and hold 
early elections, now not 
scheduled until 2000. 

In the peace talks, 
Netanyahu has so far 
rejected a U.S. -drafted 
compromise under which 
Israel would yield a further 
13 per cent of the West 
Bank in tandem with 
tougher Palestinian action 
against Islamists. 

The two sides would then 
launch negotiations on a 
permanent peace settle- 
ment which should be 
reached by May next year 
under the timetable set out 
in the 1993 Oslo accords. 

Under strong pressure 
from the far- right and 
Jewish settlers who main- 
tain more than 100 
enclaves in the West Bank. 
Netanyahu has refused to 
offer more than 10 per cent 
of the territory to die 
Palestinians at this stage. 

He has recently offered to 
declare another three per 
cent "nature reserves" 
where the PNA would 
have only very limited 
powers. 

Negotiations between the 
two sides over the exact 
terms of control over the 
“nature reserves" has 
dragged on for the past 
month with no signs of a 
quick resolution although 
the Israeli press on Monday 
carried claims by unnamed 
Israeli officials that a deal 
was near. 


Egyptian government rents out ancient monuments as backdrop to parties 


By Hah Boncompagni 

Fw.cc Frvs.se 


CAIRO — Businesses and 
bon vi vanes are taking a new 
interest in Egypt’s historical 
mins as monumental hack- 
drops for their parties, creating 
a boom for tour operators here 
who are ready to indulge any 
fantasy. 

For less than $3,000. the 
Supreme Council of 
.Antiquities (SCA) will rent 
anyone firm corporate busi- 
nessman to jet-seneis an idyllic 
desert spot for oicii-.v over- 
looking the pyramids. 

Similar aim nulls can lent 


party-goers private tull-moon 
views of the pyramids from 
camclback. Or a champagne 
breakfast in the shade of that 
jewel of ancient Egyptian tem- 
ples. Philae. on the banks of the 
Nile in Upper Egypt. 

TItc relatively affordable 
prices even annul some hu!i- 
daymakcTN on a tight budget, 
who prefer to skip bretikfusl in 
their hotel nnm fur branch 
under bedouin tcnt>. 

Several lour operators here 
are capitalising on what they 
call “party” interest in Egypt's 
ruins hy developing pro- 
grammes that sjtn.lv [lie 
wildest of imaeinjinms. 


“Wc offer and die clients 
cht«rc.“ ,aiJ Ayman A? 
Taranissi. conference trcinagCT 
at Enx’co. one of Egypt's top 
lour operators. 

Taranixsi said his firm has tai- 
lor-made events for half-a- 
dozen clients this ystir. includ- 
ing the stferoaiionaJ auditors 
Oxnvrs and Lyhnmd and the 
financial firm Pncc 

'V.cerhvM«c. 

‘ It is a grovv mg iretxl to p-.ui\ 
at the monuments. There is his- 
tory involved and people like 
to link the name of their com- 
pany to a particular mnnu 
menu'' lv '-aid. 

kir.iM'*: s.::{ oomp.im 


planned * increasing its 
■’party" fairness “Any histon- 
c.il location i' a target although 
clients always prefer the monu- 
ments rfurf a re well-known 

such as the Gira Pyramids." lie 
said. 

When Fgv pJ 's National 

Bitnk cclcbr.itcd it's HKXh 
birthday in Mm it opted t» v the 
Cain* Citadel, a ionrcss built 
by the .Arab conqueror 
Salahuddm m the 1 2iii centuiy 
which houses 100 monuments, 
including mosques. 

The recently-privatised AJ 
Ahram Beverage Company 
which brews Egypt's only brer. 
Stella, held a cal a celebration at 


the frxit of the pyramids in 
March for its lOOih hhiluLiv. 

And tlie South Koteoncur 
makers Daewoo staged a spec- 
tacular show in July at the fix* 
nl the sphinx and the jnnunids 
to maik tlie opening of a ear 
assembly plant in Egy pt, dur- 
ing which tltcy introduced their 
Ldcxi vehicles. 

ForZahi Haw as, the passion- 
ate keeper of Uk* Giro 
Pyramids, the private use of 
monuments is fine as long as it 
is done with taste. 

**We arc willing to do what it 
takes to encourage tourism as 
long as it docs not harm the 
nHHHiments and as long as wo 


don't turn tlx: place into a zoo," 
Hawns tijJd AFP. 

The pyramids hiive always 
been used as a backdrop to par- 
ties. concerts and operas " he 
said, recalling that Egypt's late 
diva Oinm Kaithum and the 
Nut-eyed hoy himself, Frank 
Sinatra. |UfnnDal there. 

r Ihc SCA hiis a price list for 
nine locations which can be 
rented txn fur ptirtics. But a 
strict set of rates applies and tlie 
monuments cun be enjoyed 
oily after a fair amount of 
paperwf xk is completed. 

The citadel can be had for 
$2,941 while Uk* ana in front 
of the Hatk>r Temple of 


Dendarah. one of Egypt's best 
preserved monumeriLs. goes 
for a mere 51.470. 

Partisans of the Pyramids can 
either pany at the sound and 
light area facing the throe pyra- 
mids and the sphinx an 
undisclosed fee. or spend S5XS 
danw the night a wav four 
kilometres south *»f the plateau 
al a desert site called Sahara 
City which commands the 
pyramids. 

Among the rules listed hy the 
SCA is one stressing rhqt only 
"rccquion’' parties can be held 
with attendance limited to 200 
people and that the event must 
be “dignified." 



Ci^rL WHO -- 


Candice Bergen may 

kaontnfl A ‘ranLIrfa’ 


become a ‘reaWrfe’ 
journalist 

NEW YORK t API — After 


playing one on Television, 
actress Candice Bergen m;i\ 
land a job as a real-life jtxir- 
nalist on “6(1 Minutes." 
Bergen’s experience as ;i 
reporter for the fictitious 
“FYP on the CBS network's 
“Murphy Brown" may lead 
to a stint on CBS' actual 
award- w inning show, accord- 
ing to Don Hewitt, executive 
producer of “60 Minutes." 


Rolling Stones 
make It at 
last to Moscow 


swinging sixties Sunday 


Activists accused of 
provoking potential 
wildlife disaster 


Homosexuals 
demand consent 
at 16 


Jay Leno 
takes turn as 
a pro wrestler 


STURGIS «AP) — Talk 
show hnsi Jay Leno |m*. a 
turn as a pro wrestler in ur 
outdoor lag-lean i rreiiefi 
staged at the Simyi!* 
Motorcycle Classic, wlwtf 
ithRisands ol hikers i« 
Hariev s reved their engines t<* 
rally tiie big -chinned corned) 
an. In a “sport" where cixn 
petitors wear Day-Glo span 
dcx. the ‘Tonight Show" hn4 
opted fix a baggy T-shirt ai»l 
sweat pants. 


Hillary to champion 
women’s rights 
in Bosnia 


SARAJEVO (AP) — FiN 
lady Hillary Clinic in teatned 
up with Glenn Ck«e affl 
Marisa Tomei to champs' 
women's righls in post ws 
Bosnia. Qosc and Ton*^ 
travelled to Sarajevo to k* 1 
Bosnian actors in a Safunfa) 
production of “Ncue**!' 
TargeLs.” a play by Eve En4o 
about women traumatised h> 
war in the fom*' 
Yugoslavian province. 


N'unib er 


..perils 
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MOSCOW (AFP) - 
Britain's veteran megagmup 
the Rolling Stones fulfilled a 
dream dating back to the 


when they arrived ai last tiir 
their first-ever concert in 
Moscow. The Stones' 
Russian ambitions were per- 
sistently thwarted ovei 
decades by Soviet cultural 
bureaucracy unwilling to let 
them loose on the Moscow 
fans. 


LONDON (.AFP) — .Animal 
righls activists who freed 
6.H00 mink from a factory fur 
farm in southern England 
w en: accused Sunday of pro- 
voking a potential wildlife 
disaster in the area. The 
Animal Liberation Front 
claimed responsibility for 
smashing cages and cutting 
wires at a fur farm no:u 
Ringunod. southern England. 
Saturday and allowing the 
ferocious predativs i< * escape 
into the New Forest. 


soil to send 
H to Baghdad 


LONDON (AFP) - 
London's fanwxis Big Ben 
clock tower was lit up with a 
huge pink 1 6. laie Sunday in a 
stunt by campaigners wanting 
the age of consent for homo- 
sexuals lowered to 16. They 
projected the image onto tlx* 
famous Houses of Parliament 
landmark. Chris Morris, 
group chairman of Youth 
Sp«tk. which is spearheading 
tlie gay campaign, said: “We 
hope this protest will keep the 
discussions going.” 


a 'AFP) — 
r hi decided to 
; € official at lb 
.at®) m Baghdad 
on Iraq to Jo 
a in Beirut. Iraqi 
jt in Jordan Souri 
. ad Tuesday 
:5 »anu to name a 
:m i\ it embassy 
il which i> ^ cr- 
ied (o handle con - 
-Mommercia! ^er- 
fenail told reporter- 
-vlwwiih Foreign 
Fare> Bxeiz. 

- -ad Bwelz "wanted 
y\ smemmem to 
■’•athv appointing a 

neopen the 
in Beirut." 
:6 »^e off diplc- 

- jtiaifjrt. with i ra q 

assassination 

figure 
a ft hich fraqi 

implicated. 


^ Wrt for 
Riorum 


6914 


Italian sandwich 
breaks record 


BEDQNIA (AFP» - 
Ditching the pizza as ^ 
MXirec of naikmal giWaW9 
pride, bakers in the 
(own of Bcdonia have 
cd out a place in the Gun 
Book of Records with ^ 
world's largcvt sand' v ^ i i 
Local authorities wid 
2(J0 people worked 
Saturday night to *7 
332.66- metre swMJ 
which was filled wifr> ^ 
meats, cheese and a cte** 
kite -hazelnut paste. 



